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Programme for the next two months. 
 

 

FEBRUARY  ‘11      Speaker Finder Grace & Thanks 
 

Monday    7th    Normal meeting    Philip Duncan            Steve Tallis 

Thursday 10th  Council 

Monday   14th  Business meeting                                    David Toone 

Monday   21st
  Normal meeting       Tom Dalby             Elaine Turner 

Monday   28th  Normal meeting      Bob Derrick             John Turner 

 

 

MARCH ‘11 
 

Monday    7th  Normal meeting      Bryan Cooper    David Walton   

Thursday 10th  Council 

Monday  14th  Business meeting          John Wells 

Monday  21st  Normal meeting     Peter Hammond       Clive Weston     

Monday  28th  Normal meeting       David Haynes          John Wilson 

 

 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell David Haynes Tel: 01455  209285  



Rainbows Collection 13th to 17th and 21st and 22nd  December ‘10 
 

Both we and Inner Wheel joined 

forces in sponsoring Rainbows and the 

work they carry out with Children and 

Young People afflicted by cancer. Rain-

bows have asked me to say thank you 

for our efforts in collecting for them at 

Morrisons Supermarket before Christ-

mas. Both they and we were impressed at the support the public gave 

giving their spare change when doing their weekly shop. The range of 

ages of the people who donated was amazing - from teenagers who at-

tend Lutterworth College to those of us who haven’t seen the school 

gates for a number of years. The response was tremendous and we be-

lieve this is reflected in the £2,500 raised.  

Thank you to all who helped us achieve this fantastic total. 

 

Paul Harris Award presented to Stanley Smith 20th December ‘10 
 

The Club at their Christmas lunch 

presented Stanley Smith with a Paul 

Harris Award for his services to the 

Club over the past 37 years.   

At 86 and having had a heart bypass 

operation he decided to retire at the 

end of August but will be a source of 

Rotary knowledge that the Club can 

draw upon.   

In his reply to the current President 

John Ensor he modestly said that be-

ing a member had been a pleasure and he was very pleased to have been 

so active in raising funds for a wide range of charities. He joined the 

Club in 1973 when Doug Hunt was President and only 4 years later 

found himself President running such things as Ladies Nights where up 

to 120 attended in the Masonic Hall.  

The Club wish him well in his well deserved retirement.     

 



Is the “giving pledge” contagious? 
 

Following the generosity of Lutterworth people at our recent collec-

tion in Morrisons for “Rainbows” and reading an article on both Bill 

and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett over the Christmas break on 

how their generosity towards charity was transformed lives.  The 

sceptics who say that charity and aid never transform societies can be 

proved wrong.  The fact that in a few short years when health policies 

have been targeted we have seen Polio all but eradicated, with their 

wealth and Rotary’s army of members (some 1·3 million members) 

great changes can be achieved for those less able to do it themselves. 

Malaria could be the next battle to win, with between 1 – 3 million 

dying each year (the majority of whom are young children in sub-

Saharan Africa) in some of the poorest countries around the world 

from more than 250 million reported cases of people who have the 

disease.   Let us hope that with the power of Rotary this dreadful dis-

ease will shortly be on their schedule for eradication. 

As Bill Gates is reported to have said – the reality of great wealth is 

that you can’t spend it and you can’t take it with you, but you can 

make changes to society in which you are passionate. 

 

Intercare—10th January 
 

Carol Ausin,Resourses Manager for InterCare, gave us a most infor-

mative talk on their work in collecting and recycling medical items 

that are prescribed but for a variety of reasons never used. We are 

currently exploring how we may help in collecting these items for 

redistribution via InterCare to 116 clinics in 6 of the poorest countries 

in Africa—Sierra Leone, Ghana, Cameroon, Zambia, Tanzania, and 

Malawi with requests for help from a further 34 clinics. They are re-

stricted in expanding their service by the fact that they only have 3 

paid staff and 31 volunteers based currently in Leicester. 

It’s ironic that prior to Carol Austin visiting the Club I had drawn to 

my attention an article published by The Journal of Public Health 

dated 19th June 2007 called “Returned medicines, waste or wasted 

opportunity”. 



Quote 

Patients in Primary Care routinely return substantial quantities of un-

used medicines to both community pharmacies and GP surgeries. 

Add to this the indirect cost associated with the supply of medicines 

which are unused and their destruction by high temperature incinera-

tion further adds to the financial burden on the NHS. 

The reason for their return comes under a range of headings:- 

     Clearance of old or date expired  medicines 

     A patient’s death 

     A patient having stopped taking a medicine 

     A change of prescription 

     Supplied in error 

     No reason given 
 

The NAO (National Audit Office) suggests that £800 million worth of 

medicines dispensed to UK patients are unused and going to waste each 

year. 

InterCare currently send £9 million worth of medicines and medical 

equipment to Africa each year. 

As we progress in seeing how we can assist InterCare in their work. 

I will update you month by month. 
 

Who are “InterCare” 

InterCare—Medical Aid for Africa was founded in 1974 by two Leices-

tershire GP’s .  Sadly both Dr David Rosenburg and his wife Dr 

Patricia Keefe have now passed away .  However InterCare’s active 

body of trustees under Mr Alan Mellor keeps alive their tradition of 

saving valuable medicines from landfill and incineration in the UK and 

using them to help alleviate suffering and save lives in Africa. 
 
 

Last year and the previous year we ran a series of members profiles 

from school to now, covering their various careers and hobbies.  This 

we look forward to continuing so may I ask for profiles from new 

members over the coming year please.  

In the meantime I would like to start a second series called “Memorable 

holidays/events” 

Elaine Turner has started the ball rolling with her trip to the Grand  

Canyon in 2001.  



Memorable Birthday 
 

Down The Grand Canyon on Mule-Back by Elaine Turner 
 

The Wrangler at the Grand Canyon ended his well pre-

pared speech by saying, “If any of you are scared – go 

get your money back!”  And I must admit that his sug-

gestion sounded tempting after listening to the dangers 

of riding down the Grand Canyon on a MULE. 
 

Snow had begun to fall lightly, and although it accentuated the 

colours of the rocks and made the Canyon look truly magical, I 

thought geez.  I’ll never get down the canyon on a mule in this 

weather. 

After a night sharing a log cabin with a small mouse who seemed 

content to chew the skirting boards while skunks and racoons 

scuttled over the roof, I gingerly drew back the curtains to see 

my birthday had dawned to snowdrifts of two feet or more. 

The wrangler was right – I was petrified! 

Perhaps the trip would be cancelled?  But no – they went 365 

days a year, no matter what!  No get out clauses here.  

Before allocating the mules the wrangler gave us dudes our last 

chance to “go get your money back”.  But no one did.  Not even 

me.  We were provided with skin water bottles (I wished they 

were filled with warm water) and bright yellow macs with Mule 

Rider written in black letters about a foot high. 

The air was clean and crisp and the Canyon looked breathtakingly 

beautiful.  The scarf wrapped round my mouth prevented my 

breath from freezing in the air. 

The trail is only 18 inches wide and the mules have been trained 

to walk the edge, but they are sure-footed and know every inch 

of the way.  They carried us safely to Indian Gardens for our 

picnic lunch at the very edge of the plateau.  Far beneath us we 
could see tiny figures whitewater rafting on the Colorado River.   



Mule deer gathered round inquisitively and chipmunks  

scurried up trees, but luckily the rattlers were hibernating. 

Eagles circled majestically, swept along by the thermal lifts. 

And then, at least two hours from the rim, we saw the dark-

est cloud you could ever imagine heading our way.  As we  

remounted and turned our mules, the blizzard set in.  The 

winds were icy and I cannot describe how cold the ice parti-

cles were as they lashed against the only part of our bodies 

uncovered or how my life flashed in front of me as we bat-

tled against the elements for three long hours. 

I began to wonder if my name, and the mule’s had been docu-

mented to help identify my frozen body when it was found. 

Finally we reached the rim and staggered off our mules, only 

to discover that we had been half-frozen in the sitting  

position and it was hard to straighten up. 

At the Bright Angel Lodge there was a warm welcome, a  

blazing log fire and cups of steaming hot cocoa.  What bliss!  

The damp smell of the mules which still lingered on our 

clothes pervaded the air.  A resounding chorus of Happy 
Birthday to me and For They are Jolly Good Fellows rever-
berated throughout the Lodge.  The documents we left be-

hind had been used to prepare the certificates of achieve-

ment that were then presented to each participant. 

A hot bath has never felt so good and a holiday has never 

been so memorable. 
 

ps   The following group—due to the weather - were air lifted 

out of the Canyon highlighting the importance of having 

bright yellow macs with Mule Rider written in black letters 

about a foot high across the back. 
     
With some of our members reaching 70 they must remember 

that it’s only 21 Celsius and they are still young. 
 

Happiness is contagious,  

Start an epidemic today. 



RepRap (replicating rapid prototyper) - 24th January ‘11 
 

Last Monday (24th January) members of the club were privileged to be 

invited to the Lutterworth College Engineering Department where 

amongst other  things we were shown their ‘U print’ version of RepRap. 
 

RepRap was founded in 2005 by Dr Adrian Bowyer a senior lecturer in 

mechanical engineering at Bath University. 
 

For those of you like me who have trouble in keeping pace with the 

rapid growth of technology and new names it was an eye opener on 

things to come. 
 

The RepRap project, released under a free software licence, the GNU 

GPL is an initiative to develop a 3D printer that can print most of its 

own components. 
 

The ‘Darwin’ machine was released in March 2007 followed by the 

‘Mendel’ in October 2009. 
 

The developers have named each after famous biologists as “the point  

of RepRap is replication and evolution”. 
 

The purpose of developing this machine is to self-replicate and distribute 

RepRap units to people and communities, enabling them to create (or 

download from the internet) complex products without the need for an 

expensive industrial infra-structure. 
 

Quote:- A senior Google figure says we should think of RepRap as  

China on your desk by which, presumably, he means a mini-factory 

rather than a communist dictatorship.  The implications are huge.  

If we all have factories in our own homes what will happen to industry? 

Much in the same way we all now have printers alongside our computer 

at home - yet still the printing industry survives. 
 

Students explained the process to us which was very useful and much 

appreciated. 
 

The equipment now available to students at school today is far beyond 

what we had some 50 years or more ago as was demonstrated on our  

trip round the department.  Thank you Lutterworth College. 



ROTARY STATISTICS 
 

2009—10 Membership 
 

Rotarians            -             -                   1,227,563 

Rotary Clubs      -             -                        34,103 

Rotary Districts -              -                            530 

As of 30th June 2010 
 

Rotarians by Region of the World 
 

USA, Canada and Caribbean                          31% 

Asia                                                                    27% 

Europe, Africa, and Middle East                    25% 

Latin America                                                     8% 

Great Britain and Ireland                                  5% 

Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands    4% 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Thursday 17th February  Coffee Morning in Lutterworth   

                              Town Hall in aid of Aquaboxes 
 

Wednesday 23rd February  Skittles at Wolvey Bowls Club.   

                                                In aid of  Polio starting at 7 p.m. 
 

Thursday 3rd March        Radio Leicester “Down to Earth”  

                                    at Misterton Hall starting at 7-30 p.m. 

  Please give Gardening questions to Elaine Turner during                               

  the last week of February for the BBC team to answer. 
 

The Poachers Party being run by John Ensor  on behalf  of Polio is  

Saturday 19th March (not April as put in the  January COG) starting 

at 7 for 7-30 p.m. at Glebe Farm - Shilton Lane - Kirby Mallory.  
 

The menu will be Pheasant or Rabbit Casserole and Puds - Cost £10 
 

Included on the evening will be Frog Racing and Tote Gambling. 

There will be a prize for the best dressed Poacher. 
 

 

 

Peter J Osborn—Rossett Green—Valley Lane—Bitteswell—Leics.– LE17 4SA 

Tel. 01455  553178 


