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             Programme for the next two months. 

 
 

 

MARCH ‘11                               Speaker Finder            Grace & Thanks 

 

Monday     7th   Normal meeting  Bryan Cooper               David Walton                   

Thursday 10th   Council 

Monday   14th   Business                                                     John Well 

Monday   21 st  Normal meeting    TBA                             Clive Weston 

Monday   28th   Normal meeting    David Haynes              John Wilson 

 

 

APRIL ‘11 

 

Monday     4th   Normal meeting     Bridget Hunt                Tom Archer 

Monday   11th   Normal meeting     Martin Illiffe                 Anne Baker 

Thursday 14th   Council     

Monday   18th   Business meeting                                        Rose Chapman  

Monday   25th   Easter Monday 
           

       

 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a         

substitute and tell  David Haynes Tel: 01455  209285. 
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May I reiterate what I said last year, now another year on.  
 

“I find it incredible that THE COG has been going 6 years”.   
 

I, as Editor try to make it both interesting and informative 

and am always looking for ways to meet the changing de-

mand from you all.   
 

So ideas please.  
 

What would you like added or deleted. 
 

From “Are you being served” to “Sir with love” 31st January 
 

Our speaker Ernie Stanford, a teacher of some 30 years, gave the 

Club a very amusing account of his time as a teacher.  He grew up in 

Gloucester and started work at Debenham’s but found the work too 

mundane so decided, “in his words” to take the plunge and become a 

teacher not knowing at the time how demanding the job was. 

He recounted how one school the children were testing him, as their 

new teacher, by making a noise every time he turned to the board. 

Getting no success in finding out who the culprit was, he went down 

the class ‘clipping’ everyone round the head ( a thing you could never 

do these days) but it did the trick and he had perfect discipline there-

after. 

Another account he gave was a coach trip made with his school to 

Westminster Catholic Cathedral where every student lit a candle—

leaving the clergy to dowse the inferno. 

He spoke at length about what he felt was an increasing amount of 

paper work teachers were having to fill in.  This did nothing towards 

making a good teacher imparting long term knowledge to their stu-

dents. 

He was both amusing and informative as to how the profession had 

changed over the years—illustrating his point with a legion of experi-

ences he had. 
 



Good Morning Vietnam—7th February  

 

Charlotte Bradshaw and Emily Jones, students from Lutterworth Col-

lege came to speak to us as promised about their Vietnamese adven-

ture as volunteers. 

Our Club helped to sponsor the girls for their trip to Thailand.  How-

ever due to unrest in this country they decided to change their choice 

of venue. 

The girls raised £5,000 by various means to cover flights, transport, 

food etc.  Their tour was organised by Kaya Projects and Buffalo 

Tours.  Flying by Thai Airways they arrived in Hanoi to find a tem-

perature of 40°C.  Their venue was a child’s orphanage and old peo-

ples rest home.  Both in the north of the country.  They were to teach 

English.  In the orphanage girls 8 – 10 and the boys 10 – 21 in two 

classes to cover the age range.  They also volunteered to work in a 

baby creche.  It was a month of great teaching and caring experience. 

The meals were mainly rice and chicken all eaten in a temperature of 

40°C  and 88% humidity.  The girls worked Mon- Fri but at weekends 

explored Hanoi and on the third weekend sailed and canoed in Halong 

Bay.  They met many nationalities working at other orphanages. 

What a month it was, both enjoyable and with many new  experiences, 

but they reckon never to eat chicken again. 

The talk about their trip was enjoyable and very professionally  

presented.  Well done girls. 
 

Coffee Morning for Aquaboxes—17th February 

 

Bob/Eileen and their team collected £90 on a bitterly cold day when 

numbers people attending were down due to the weather. 

 

The next Coffee morning will be on Thursday 24th March in aid 

of Polio. 
 

 

 

 



February 23rd was Rotary Day 

 

The day was not only Rotary Day but by planting 6,000 crocuses in 

Bill Cranes Way last September was Rotary’s way of highlighting 

our efforts to eradicate Polio World Wide. Regrettably due to a 

very hard winter they are not the show they should have been yet 

but will shortly be in full bloom and become a blaze of colour.  The 

bold purple colour symbolising the dye used to mark a child’s little 

finger once they have been immunised against polio. 
  
Skittles Evening at Wolvey—23rd February 

. 

 

 

The Club celebrated the day 

“Thanks for Life” by holding a 

skittles evening hosted by David 

Toone where 75 Rotarians,  

wives, partners and friends who 

enjoyed an enjoyable evening at 

Wolvey Bowls Club, raising 

some £800  for the eradication 

of Polio World Wide. 

Questions are now being asked 

as to when a similar evening can 

be run again. 
 

. 

 

 

 

As nobody has supplied me with “An interesting  

Holiday” or “Profile” may I offer a quiz for you to 

work on.   

Answers next Month. 



 

1. Which metal is heavier, silver or gold? 

2. How many legs do butterflies have? 

3. Which is the country with the most people? 

4. Which state is the biggest in the US? 

5. Which country has the largest area of land? 

6. Which indoor sport is the most popular in the 

US? 

7. Which golf player’s mother is from Thailand? 

8. What is Aurora Borealis commonly known as? 

9. Which is the non-contagious disease that is the 

most common in the world? 

10. Which was the album the Beatles recorded the 

last time together? 

11. Which instrument did Miles Davis, the jazz mu-

sician play? 

12. What is the sport in which you could get into a 

headlock? 

13. In which country was golf first played? 

14. Which is the sport where you could be out “leg 

before wicket”, or “hit a six”? 

15. When did baseball originate in the US? 

16. Which is the sport wherein you would use a 

“sand iron”? 

17. What is the largest mammal in the world? 

18. Which is the country where reggae music origi-

nated? 

19. Who was the creator of Jeeves and Wooster? 

20. Who painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel? 



21. Who was the writer of Alice’s Adventures in Won-

derland? 

22. After which famous person was the teddy bear 

named? 

23. Which is the smallest ocean in the world? 

24. What is the rhino’s horn made of? 

 
Wonder Drugs—21st February 
 

Mr Robert Baines a retired pharmaceutical chemist gave us an 

enlightening talk on how his profession had changed over the years. 

Until the mid 20th century and beyond medicines were based on 

remedies developed and used by the Greeks and Arabs but it was not 

until World War 2 that “superdrugs” as he called them were devel-

oped by the pharmaceutical industry and exploited to make vast sums 

of money.  An example being Aspirin—developed by Charles 

Frederic Gerhardt a German chemist in 1853 and the firm Bayer who 

devised a more efficient method of synthesis in 1897.  Since that date 

this “wonder drug” has been sold around the world spurred on by its 

effectiveness in the wake of the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918.   

Aspirin’s popularity declined after the development of 

‘acetaminophen’ in 1956 and ‘ibuprofen’ in 1962. 

However Aspirin is still used as an anti-clotting agent as it reduces 

the risk in clotting diseases and has returned to popularity as a treat-

ment for heart attacks and strokes. 

Many early trials on new drugs were based on the Placebo Effect to 

see if the new drug really did have the benefit intended. 

Another new drug was ‘penicillin’ which in its early days of use was 

not stable and had to be kept frozen until used.  Pressure was made on 

the pharmaceutical industry by both the government and the military 

who wanted to use it in the theatre of war and forced them to develop 

a stable drug that could be successfully used in the field. 

Another drug to prevent pregnant women having morning sickness 



had a disastrous side effects and was quickly removed from the  

market—Thalidomide. 

Asthma has yet to be fully conquered by medicines. 

The NHS which started in 1948 concentrated companies research and 

made drugs available to all which benefited the poor as well as the rich 

on account of them being free.   

His talk was both interesting and stimulating which prompted many 

questions from the floor. 

 

Inner Wheel News 
 

Lutterworth Inner Wheel held a Quiz in Bitteswell Village Hall in aid 

of  Macmillan Cancer Support which was well supported raising   

£ 213   for the charity on Friday (afternoon) 25th February. It was a re-

hearsal for the charity’s attempt to achieve the Guinness Record for the 

most number of people quizzing on one day. So we shall be back on 

Friday February 24th 2012 better prepared mentally but with the same 

quality cakes and scones. A very enjoyable afternoon and we extend an 

invitation to Rotary members to join us next time. 

 

 



 

Future Events 

 

Thursday 3rd March         
 

Radio Leicester “Down to Earth”  at Misterton Hall starting at 7-30 p.m. 

You are requested to be in your seats by 7-15 p.m. 

 Please give Gardening questions to Elaine Turner as soon as possible                               

  for the BBC team to answer. 
 

Thursday  March 24th will be our next Coffee Morning in aid of Polio  
 

Sunday 15th May - Misterton Plant Sale 
 

Please make a note in your diary and inform Elaine Turner whether you 

want a stall this year  Tel:- 553425 
 

The Poachers Party being run by John Ensor  on behalf  of Polio is  

Saturday 19th March starting at 7 for 7-30 p.m. at Glebe Farm  

Shilton Lane - Kirby Mallory.  
 

The menu will be Pheasant or Rabbit Casserole and Puds - Cost £10 
 

Included on the evening will be Frog Racing and Tote Gambling. 

There will be a prize for the best dressed Poacher. 
 

Saturday/Sunday 12th/13th November 2011  

Disabled Sports Championship ` 
 

      Please make a note in your diaries 
 

Third Santa Fun Run—Sunday 27th November 2011 
 

Again make a note in your diary - details will follow during the year. 
 

 

 

 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 


