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     Programme for the next two months. 
 

 

     MAY ‘11                                      Speaker Finder        Vote of thanks 
 

Monday     2nd 
 No meeting              Bank Holiday  

Monday     9th  Normal meeting    Bernard Johnson            Bryan Cooper 

Thursday  12th  Council 

Monday    16th  Club Assembly                                              Tom Dalby 

Monday    23rd Normal meeting     Graham Johnson            Bob Derrick    

Monday    30th  No meeting               Bank Holiday           

 

 

 

     JUNE ‘11 
Monday      6th  Normal meeting      Susan Ensor Keen Philip Duncan 

Thursday    9th  Council    

Monday   13 th  Business and AGM                                   Peter Hammond      

Monday    20th  Normal meeting         Peter Osborn             David Haynes 

Monday     27th Changeover Day    -    -    -    7 p.m. Lutterworth Golf Club  
           

       

 

   If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please  find a  substitute 

and tell  David Haynes on tel. 209285 



My Apology 
 

In last month’s COG I said Lieutenant Colonel McCrae founded the  

British Legion in 1921—in fact he was killed in January 1918 at Essex 

Farm, Ypres The Legion was founded in 1921 by a group led by Field 

Marshall Douglas Haig.  

Thanks to John Cookson for pointing out my error. 
 

Poachers Party – 19th March 

 

Despite the biggest brightest full moon for 19 years 

illuminating the night sky, several determined poach-

ers ventured out on their missions. The winner of the 

best male poacher was Graham Johnson complete 

with freshly ‘poached’ trout and rabbits and the lady 

poacher winner was Linda Gosling cleverly camou-

flaged. 

Around forty people enjoyed the ambience of the 

Shooters’ Lodge at Kirkby Mallory, together with the 

welcome drink the fine fare of pheasant casserole, 

chicken pie, apple pie, trifle, cheese and biscuits and 

plentiful tea and coffee. 

A special thank you to our President John Ensor, his wife Glenys and his 

family who had prepared the food and for their very generous hospitality. 
 

The Frog Races, organised by Susan Ensor-Keen and assisted by friends 

and family caused much hilarity and 

cheering – We even witnessed some 

interference from the sidelines, trying 

to influence the outcome!!! 
 

The final was won by Martin Illiffe fol-

lowed closely by George Turner. 
 

A lovely evening of comradeship, fel-

lowship and fun which also raised an 

amazing £500 for the eradication of Polio worldwide. 

 

 



Welcome to the Club—Robin Weatherall and Raymond Steingold 
 

On Monday 28th March  President John Ensor  welcomed Robin  

Wheatherall then on 11th April  Raymond Steingold, two new  

members for the Club, we wish them both an interesting time and the 

friendship of fellow Rotarians. 
 

Coffee Morning - 24th March - Polio 
 

Bob and his team collected £95 for Polio 
 

Ullesthorpe Railway Station - 28th March 
 

Michael Foster from Ullesthorpe (who said he came from a long line 

of idiots) but in fact had spent his life travelling the world as an explo-

ration drilling engineer spoke to 

us about Ullesthorpe and the rail-

way. 

Going back in history he told us 

that in Tudor and Stuart times 

parishes were responsible for the 

upkeep of the roads within their 

boundaries.  This became more 

difficult by the 17 Century when 

wheeled carts and wagons were 

replacing packhorses and people 

began to travel in carriages.  This 

brought about the introduction of 

the turnpike roads where travel-

lers had to pay tolls.  The main 

road through Ullesthorpe was 

part of the London to Chester 

turnpike road. 

The Midland Counties Railway 

Bill (later to become the London Midland Scottish Railway) was 

passed by Parliament on 21st June 1836 and construction  

began immediately. 

The railway ran east to west to join Nottingham to Derby and from a 

mid point came south, via Leicester, to join the London and Birming-

ham railway which was opened in 1838. 



The original stations from Leicester to Rugby were Wigston, 

Broughton Astley, Ullesthorpe and Rugby.  Countesthorpe was added 

in 1842 and Leire in 1925.  The Great Central Railway passed through 

Lutterworth and was opened in 1898. 

We were told that the station was signed as Ullesthorpe  Lutterworth.  

The “Lutterworth Fly” ran between the Unicorn Inn in Lutterworth and 

the Crown Hotel in Ullesthorpe where behind the Hotel there was a 

large cattle market.   

The railway sidings could handle 115 wagons each day. 

Jenny Wren was the local signal woman and was known for the over-

size black spaniel who was unable to walk and was pushed around in an 

old pram. 

To conclude—Ullesthorpe Station was opened on 30th June 1840. 

                        Renamed Ullesthorpe for Lutterworth on 1st May 1879 

                        Renamed Ullesthorpe on 1st February 1930 

                        Closed 1st January 1962. 
 

  Preparations for 2012 London Olympics 
 

Ros Seal a Health and Safety Adviser working for 

the Olympic Authority based in Stratford—East 

London gave us a very full and detailed talk on the 

preparations being made and the progress made to 

date. 

Although her role is on Health and Safety her talk took on a wider as-

pect of the project. 

Such things as the need to wash some ½ million tonnes of soil for the 

site.  The removal of some 52 overhead pylons and placing the cables 

to the largest urban park in London through underground tunnels.  

With some 17,000 athletes partaking from 205 nations it was essential 

to house them within 15 minutes travelling time of the stadiums.  

Transport to the games plays a major part in ensuring as many people 

as possible have the least problem in getting there.  

She cited some interesting statistics, namely Public Transport in  

London move  approx 11 million people every day. 

6 million by bus—3 million by tube and 1¾ million by rail with a pro-

jected train during the period of the Olympics at the Olympic Park 



every 15 seconds—so you can see why it is important to have partici-

pants as near their stadium as possible. 

Her final comment being “Be proud” of our achievement in having  

everything in place by the time the games commence. 

The Games run from 27th July—12th August 2012 with some 10.8 mil-

lion tickets on sale. 

The Paralympic Games are from 29th August—9th September with 

some 1.6 million tickets for sale. 

   

Children in Need 
 

Rotary has shown it’s spots and 

is certainly raising lots for the 

BBC Children in Need... 
Each year clubs get involved to 

supporting the annual BBC 

Children in Need (CiN) appeal 

raising  thousands of pounds. 

This year all club donations 

will be totalled to enable that 

on-screen cheque moment for 

Rotary International in Great 

Britain & Ireland. Great recog-

nition for all that we do! 

As a national organisation with 

local focus, contributions sup-

port projects here in the UK.  

BBC Children in Need exists to 

change the lives of 

disadvantaged children and young people in the UK. With a vision  that 

every child in the UK has a safe, happy and secure childhood and the 

chance to reach their potential. 

Organisations are given support in the form of grants if they are working 

with children who: 

- Have experienced mental, physical or sensory disabilities 

- Have experienced behavioural or psychological disorders 

- Are living in poverty or situations of deprivation 

- Are suffering through distress, abuse or neglect 



The size and scale of the BBC Children in Need Appeal means they are 

able to give grants to hundreds of different organisations. 
 

We (Rotary) have a dream 
 

With the public’s help we are reaching our goal of eradicating Polio World Wide.  

It’s good to report that we are all but there in India. 
 

Recent successes in India’s relentless effort to eradicate polio are raising hopes that the 

goal is in sight. The incidence of the disease is at a record low, with only one case  

reported in 2011, as of 1 March, and just 42 in all of 2010. That compares with 741 cases 

in 2009. A major factor is the widespread use of the bivalent oral polio vaccine, which is 

effective against both types of the poliovirus. Another is rigorous monitoring, which 

helped reduce the number of children missed during National Immunization Days to less 

than 1 percent in 2010, compared with 14 percent in 2009, according to the World Health 

Organization.  

During National Immunization Days in January and February, Rotarians helped immunize 

children; organize free health camps and polio awareness rallies; and distribute banners, 

caps, face masks, comic books, and other items to children. Sporting signature yellow 

vests and caps, the volunteers fanned out to sites including schools, train stations, and bus 

depots across the country.  Teams of visiting Rotarians from Hong Kong, Italy, Korea, the 

Netherlands, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom also took part in activities related to 

the 23 January National Immunization Day which immunized 174 million children.  
 

Martin Iliffe—profile 
 

I left school in the summer of 1979, the year that Punk Rock started to fade 

from fashion and Margaret Thatcher’s Britain began. 

I come from a Leicester family; Dad came from Belgrave and Mum from 

Braunstone. They were married in 1949 and lived with my Dad’s sister for 

a few years, as was common in those days, until they were eventually allo-

cated a council house in Braunstone Frith in 1952, the house in fact that 

my Mum still lives in today. 

They already had my eldest sister Lynne by the time they moved into this 

house and 18 months later my other sister Shirley arrived, I didn’t arrive 

until 1963, an afterthought or an accident I wonder? 

My education was supplied courtesy of the “Secondary Modern” system 

and in particular New Parks Boys School, a large school with well over a 

1000 pupils situated on the New Parks estate. I was an average student 

and managed to gain one “O” level in English and various CSE’s as a re-

ward for all my efforts. 

Having served in the Royal Engineers during the 2nd World War, Dad had 

always worked with his hands, Lorry Driver, Milkman, Welder and finally 



Maintenance Engineer for a variety of employers in the Leicestershire 

area. 

I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do when I left full time education at the 

age of sixteen, so Dad suggested, Engineering. 

After applying to many firms in Leicester and attending selection test’s 

followed by interviews, which even then, Dad had to attend as well, I 

was offered apprenticeships with six employers, Adcock & Shipley 

Textron, Wadkins, Jones & Shipmans, Marconi Radar, GEC Fisher 

Controls and Gent of Leicester. 

The last three were offers of electrical engineering rather than me-

chanical engineering careers, and after my Dad had pointed out that I 

would get “dirty” being a mechanical engineer I decided to go into 

electrical engineering. 

Gent of Leicester was the chosen firm. 

A four year apprenticeship began in July 1979, It was a good appren-

ticeship; the first year was spent at either college or at a government 

run engineering training school learning how to be a good mechanical 

engineer, getting dirty. At the end of my first year, surprisingly to both 

me and my Dad, it turned out that I was quite good at it and received a 

prize for being the best apprentice for that particular year.  

In the second and third year I returned to the Gent factory and the 

plan was that I spent 3 months in each department learning all aspects 

of the business, however at the end of my 3 month stay in the service 

department, which I loved, and despite having not completed my ap-

prenticeship, they offered me a full time post. 

So at the age of 19 I became a fire alarm & clock service engineer, 

although the company still allowed me return to college in Leicester 

once a week until I had completed my apprenticeship. 

There was a condition and that was that I had to leave home and live 

in Buckinghamshire. So in the summer of 1982, I officially became the 

service engineer representing, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hert-

fordshire and Northants. 

It was in my role of service engineer that in the Winter of 1982 I met 

my future wife, Patricia. 

I spent the next five years working in this territory but in early 1988 

decided in partnership with my then boss to start our business, Com-

plete Detection Systems Ltd and began trading on the 8th August 1988. 

. 
 



1992 came along and Pat and I bought our first house to-

gether, in Milton Keynes, a house that we continued to own 

until we discovered Ullesthorpe. 
Our business stumbled along for many years, but our big 

break came in the year 2000 when our former employers, 

Gent of Leicester, decided to set up a nationwide group of in-

dependent agents, who would be responsible for the market-

ing, sales, and servicing of their branded equipment. 

They approached us and offered us the opportunity to become 

one of the first agents, and we have not looked back since. 

So this is now our 22nd year, we currently employ 28 people 

and have service contracts on over 3000 individual sites. 

Geographically our operational area is South Yorkshire to 

North London, East Coast to Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 

In 2006, we decided to come to live in Ullesthorpe, just to see 

if Pat liked Leicestershire and of course the native population, 

her being an Oxfordshire woman and all, she liked it, so we 

stayed. 

Christmas 2008, after living together in one form or another 

since 1986 and being properly an item since 1984, I decide to 

finally ask her to marry me, and on the 4thSeptember 2009, we 

got married at Kilworth House Hotel, well............................ 

no point rushing into these things is there. 
 

It never worries me when I get a little lost, 

All I do is change where I’m going. 

 

 
 
 
 



Presidents Change - Over Evening 

Lutterworth Golf Club 

on 

Monday 27th June 2011 

7 for 7-30 p.m. 

 

Pimms or Soft Drinks on arrival 

 

One glass of red or white wine with the meal 

If more wine is required it can be  

purchased from the bar 

 

Dinner Menu overleaf 

 

Graham Johnson to take  

menu order in advance by 6th June 

 

Entertainment being provided by Lutterworth 

College 
 

Dress code      Black Tie 
 

Tickets £20 each 
 

Please invite friends if you wish to. 



Dinner Menu 
 

Starters 
 

Fan of honeydew melon with fruit compote and coulis 
Or 

Farmhouse pate served with toast and cranberry compote 

 
Main course 

 
Oven roasted chicken breast with bread sauce and gravy 

Or 
Poached salmon in a cream dill sauce 

 
All served with fresh vegetables, roast and new potatoes 

 
Desserts 

 
Fresh fruit salad 

Or 
Chocolate profiteroles filled with fresh cream 

 
Tea or coffee with chocolate mints 

 



The Rotary Club of Lutterworth 
 

Misterton Picnic 
Misterton Hall 

Sunday 31st July 2011 
12 noon—4 p.m. 

 

Large marquee with tables - chairs 

No BBQ permitted 

Bring your own Picnic, drinks and glasses 
 

Enjoy the beautiful grounds and gardens 
 

Music provided by the BIG BAND 

dancing to 

BRASS  WIND AND FIRE 
 

Telephone 01455  552991 or 553425 for Tickets  

or J Wells and son - Station Road - Lutterworth 
 

TICKETS £10 each 

 

All proceeds to Rotary Charities 



FUTURE EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY 15th MAY 2011 
We will be running our sixth Annual Plant, Craft & Food Fair in 
the delightful grounds of Misterton Hall (by kind permission of 
Mrs.Heather Craven)             In Aid of Rotary Foundation 
 

Attractions this year will be 
Councours d'Elegance for Vintage and Classic Cars (entrance fee 
£5.00 per car) 
Tombola stall  (prizes gratefully accepted by John Wells and Sons Sta-
tion Road Lutterworth) 
Gardens open from 10 am to 4 pm 
Entrance fee £2.50 accompanied children  12 and under free 
Contact               Elaine Turner 01455 553425 or 
                           Graham Johnson 01455 552991 
 

Wycliffe Rotary - May Ball - Saturday 21st May 
 

Wycliffe are holding a May Ball at the Lutterworth College on  

May 21st Starting at 7-30 p.m.   Tickets £8  Smart Dress with ties. 

For tickets and  information contact Ian Atchison tel 01455 556725 
 

Visit to Kew Gardens     Thursday 9th June 

Please let Bridget Hunt know if you wish to go.  Cost £25 

Contact  Bridget Hunt 01455  209105 
 

Golf Day Kilworth Springs - Tuesday 20th September 

In Aid of Disabled Sports 
 

Saturday/Sunday 12th/13th November  
 

Disabled Sports Championship—Coventry ` 
 

Third Santa Fun Run—Sunday 27th November   
 

Make a note in your diary - details will follow during the year. 
 

 Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 


