
                                  

 

                                                               Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 
 

July     

 
Monday 4th Normal Meeting  John Turner  Robert Weatherall 
 

Monday 11th Normal Meeting  Malcolm Richardson     Martin Iliffe
  

Thursday 14th Council   
 

Monday 18th Business Meeting   
 

Monday 25th Normal MeetingCarola Sander-Hess Graham Johnson 
 
August 
 
Monday 1st Normal Meeting  Steve Tallis      Raymond Steingold 
 

Monday 8th    Normal Meeting   Anne Baker                 Roger Rose 
 

Thursday 11th Council Meeting   
 

Monday  15th Business Meeting 
 

Monday 22nd Normal Meeting  John Roberson        Peter Wallace 
 

Monday 29th Bank Holiday  

 
 

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

July ‘11 Newsletter 
 
Programme for the next two months. 
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Opening of the refurbished kitchen/dining room at “Rainbows” 

by Fiona Cairns 
 

On the Club’s behalf Dorothy Greaves attended the opening of 
Rainbows New Kitchen on Monday 23rd May and reports on the 
day. 
 

It was a happy and cheerful afternoon at Rainbows, an event to 
open their newly equipped and refurbished kitchen and dining area.  
They have spent over £100,000 obtained from voluntary contribu-
tions to provide an up to date kitchen area, a dining area and coffee 
bar.  The kitchen which is kitted out in hygienic stainless steel has a 
heated serving unit.  The cook explained that she will probably 
serve 8-10 children each day who have a very flexible menu accord-
ing to their own particular preferences.  I met the volunteer coffee 
bar helper and the volunteer gardener who had popped in for a re-
freshing cuppa. 
The very bright sunflower designs covering the walls were ex-
tremely attractive and had been produced by a specialist design 
company at Altringham in Cheshire.  Fiona Cairns was there to 
“open” the new area, and initially worked with a group of children 
and mums to decorate the cup cakes.  Mums enjoyed swirling the 
butter-cream whilst the children put “everything” in the way of 
decorations onto them. 

Fiona’s rainbow cake was then cut 
and the area declared open.  The 
East Midlands BBC cameraman 
was there to record for that eve-
ning’s programme.  Most of the 
children then disappeared and I 
joined the Mums and Staff in deco-
rating cup cakes directed by Fiona.  
Fiona explained briefly how she 

had been to Clarence House to meet the new Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge to discuss the requirements for their wedding cake. 
The enormous dedication of the staff to their project and their 
young charges is very evident. 



Visit to Kew Gardens 9th June 
 

A Group of twenty five Rotarians and their partners  took advantage 
of having a day at Kew 
organised by Bridget 
Hunt to see both the 
gardens and palace. 
The day was kind to us 
and left us all with ideas 
how we would or could 
improve our gardens. 
For many of us it had 
been some years since 
we were last there and I 
for one was impressed 
with the changes that 

had taken place—a true English Garden on a grand scale.   
Thank you Bridget for a wonderful day. 
 

New Zealand Earthquake update 
 

Having recently donated to their Earthquake appeal I thought you 
might like to have an update on the situation there particularly after 
the  second bout of earthquakes some of which registered 6 and 6.5 
on the Richter scale.  Since  the first on 4th September 2010 (the 
monster on February 22nd 2011) they have had 7,331 aftershocks 
with 270 over 4.   
They have also lost 1,000 of their old brick central city buildings (as 
well as at least 4 of 15/20 storey high rise office or hotel towers).  
When rebuilding the city, planners are talking of designing new low 
rise buildings which will transform the city. 
 

Talk by Derrick Abbott Founder Member of the Club - 6th 

June 
 

Derrick Abbott, the sole surviving founder member of the Lutter-
worth Rotary Club, gave us an insight into what Rotary was like 
when he joined in 1953, and local events he had experienced be-
tween then and now. 



He was born in 1923, joined the Royal Tank Regiment for training 
in 1941 at Barnard Castle, was posted to the East Riding Yeomanry 
where, after sub-mariner instruction, he landed on the beaches of 
Normandy on the morning of D Day in his amphibious tank,. The 
anniversary of which is today (6th June), which he commented upon 
as being quite exciting. 
Upon leaving the Army in 1946 he spent a period at Hull University 
on a forces instigated business administration course which was fo-
cused on accountancy, after this he joined the family printing busi-
ness, John Abbott (Printers) Limited in 1947. Following the retire-
ment of his father, he ran the business as managing director until 
disposing of the company in 1988. 
During his time in the printing industry he was involved with the 
Young Master Printers Association, prior to a term as Chairman of 
the Leicestershire group and subsequently he served as President of 
the Midland Alliance of the British Printing Industries Federation 
and the National Council. 
He remembered the inaugural meeting of Rotary at the Central Cafe 
when, he believes, the weekly luncheon cost seven shillings and six-
pence.  The Founder President, Captain Arthur Sidwell received the 
Charter from the then District Chairman Joe Selby in the Town Hall 
on 8th July 1953. 
The Rotary Club consisted of 24 founder members and Derrick was 
President in 1961, and mentioned having attended the funeral in 
Oundle only last year of the then only other surviving member, his 
good friend Bill Worledge, to whom he was Vice President in 1960. 
Derrick paid tribute to the present membership, being convinced 
that in his opinion the good works of the club far outweighed those 
of the founders, and referred in passing to both District and National 
Conferences he had attended. 

 
 

Talk on Mercy Ships by Mrs.Judy Polkinhorn  

 

Mercy Ships is a global charity that was founded in 1978 by Don 
Stephens and Deyon Stephens. Mercy Ships operates the largest non-
governmental hospital ship in the world, providing free health care, com-
munity development, agriculture and water projects, mental health pro-



grams, AIDS/HIV prevention and care to terminally ill patients in devel-
oping nations around the world, with a focus on West Africa. Their cur-
rent flagship, the Africa Mercy, is serving in Lomé, Togo for the 2010 
Field Service. 
Mercy Ships has its International Operations Center (IOC) in Garden Val-
ley, Texas. Mercy Ships also has 17 national offices including offices in 
Spain, Britain, Canada, Germany, Switzerland, The Netherlands, South 
Africa and Australia. 
Mercy Ships provides surgeries and healthcare to correct or otherwise aid 
blindness, corneal growths & crossed eyes, deformities, tumors, cleft lip/
palate, congenital abnormalities, burns & leprosy, oral disease, dental, 
extractions & procedures, oral hygiene education, and childbirth injuries. 
In Sierra Leone, Mercy Ships' partner with the Aberdeen Women's Centre, 
formerly the Aberdeen West Africa Fistula Center. Started by Mercy 
Ships with the Ministry of Health, Addax Foundation and other partners, 
the Fistula Centre is now operated by the Gloag Foundation (UK). The 
Aberdeen Women's Centre is one of the only few locations on the African 
continent offering obstetric fistula repair for women. 
The volunteer Mercy Ships crew comprise 1,000 career crew and over 
2,000 short-term volunteers from over 40 nations who serve each year. 
Mercy Ships often needs people for jobs not just of the medical nature. 
While positions for surgeons, dentists, and nurses are often readily avail-
able, because of the nature of the ship, jobs such as hospitality hostesses, 
mechanics, and teachers are also often in high demand. When deciding 
whether or not to work on Mercy Ships, you are able to commit to a short-
term (two weeks to two years) or a long-term (minimum two years) term.  
 
Mercy Ships currently has one vessel: 
 

• MV Africa Mercy 

• 2011 - Docked in Freetown,   
Sierra Leone for the 2011 Field Service. 

• 2010 - Docked in Lomé, Togo for the 2010 Field Service. In August, 
2010, the   Africa Mercy went into shipyard in South Africa, where it was 
equipped with new, more efficient generators. 

• 2009 - Docked in Cotonou, Benin from February to December con-
ducting free surgeries and medical care for the people of Benin. Mercy 
Ships also worked with Beninese citizens on agriculture and water devel-
opment projects on the ground in Benin. 



Earlier vessels include: 

• MV Anastasis - Retired, June 2007. 

• MV Caribbean Mercy - Retired, May 2005. 

• MV Island Mercy - Retired in Spring 2001 

 

History 
 

Mercy Ships, a 

global charity, 
has operated a 
fleet of hospital 
ships in develop-
ing nations since 
1978. 
Mercy Ships 
brings hope and 
healing to the 
forgotten poor, 

mobilizing  people and resources worldwide. 
Some of the more notable statistics include: 

• Performed services valued at more than $834 million, impacting about 
2.9 million people. 

• Performed more than 56,000 operations that are free to the patients 
such as cleft lip and palate, cataract removal, straightening of crossed eyes, 
orthopaedic and facial reconstruction. 

• Treated over 520,000 patients in village medical and dental clinics. 

• Educated about 29,000 local health care workers, who have in turn 
trained multiple thousands in primary health care. 

• Trained local medical professionals in modern health care techniques. 

• Completed over 1,095 community development projects focusing on 
water and sanitation, education, infrastructure development and agriculture. 

• Completed over 563 port visits in 53 developing nations and 17 devel-
oped nations. 
 

Suggestion for those who use a Mobile Phone on a Train  
 

To avoid annoying your fellow passengers had you thought of mail-
ing your mobile phone on to your next destination? 
 



 

The Wombles on holiday 

  
 
 
 
President John gives 
David Haynes instruc-
tions on how to operate 
the water well at his 
Uncle Bulgaria farm in 
the Balkans. 
 

 

 

 

 

Change over night - 27th June ‘11 
 

Welcome to our New President Hugh Robertson Smith. 
 

We look forward to an enjoyable year under new management. 
 

The “change over” took place at the Lutterworth Golf Club on Monday 
evening where we enjoyed a good meal together with our wives /
partners.   
Our new President Hugh thanked members for their welcome and said 
he was a little daunted in following John.  He hoped to be able to live up 
to John’s high standard and achievements not only in the money the 
Club had collected for 23 different charities during the past year but also 
for the number of new members the Club had gained. 
John in his farewell speech as President not only thanked both his wife 
and family for their support but also Club members for making his year 
so enjoyable. 
 

During the evening we were entertained by a group of students from 
Lutterworth College, under the direction of Dr Martin Radcliffe head of 
music, they gave us a repertoire of songs. 



Our speaker for the evening was 
Professor Peter Welton who re-
counted his many changing jobs 
until a chance lead him into a  
career in Art.  As Emeritus Profes-
sor of Fine Arts at De Montfort 
University, we heard of the people 
he had met as a water colour artist 
and the commissions that allowed 
him to travel the world and paint 
pictures for the Queen and the 
Royal family.   
These stories vividly told will be 
remembered as a finale to a  
special evening.  
We all wish Hugh our New Presi-
dent well over the next 12 months 
under his stewardship. 

 

PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Sunday 31st July - Misterton Picnic   See details from May COG 
 

Tuesday to Sunday 9th - 14th August  Garden Charity Sale on Gra-
ham Johnson’s Lawn - ‘Field House’, Ashby Lane, Bitteswell 
Cocktails for Rotarians and friends on Sunday. 
 

September TBA    Pig Roast at John Ensors 
 

Tuesday 20th September - Golf Day at Kilworth Springs in Aid of                                                                                       
Disabled Sports 
 

Saturday and Sunday 12th and 13th November  Disabled Sports 
Championship Coventry. 
 

Sunday 27th November - 3rd Santa Fun Run with Wycliffe Club. 
 
 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 


