
                                  

 

                                                               Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 

 
September 
 
Thursday  1st Council Meeting   
 

Monday   5th Business Meeting       
 

Monday 12th Normal Meeting   District Governor - Linda May         
 

Monday 19th President’s  Off—Site Meeting - The Gliding Centre 
                                                                      Husband  Bosworth 
 

Monday 26th Normal Meeting  Bridget Hunt     Peter Osborn  
 
October     

 
Monday 3rd Normal Meeting  David Toone  Rose Chapman 
 

Monday 10th Normal Meeting  Roger Rose    Malcolm Richardson     
  

Thursday 13th Council Meeting   
 

Monday 17th Business Meeting   
 

Monday 24th Normal Meeting  Elaine Turner    David Haynes                    
 

Monday 31st Normal Meeting  Rose Chapman    Stephen Tallis 
    

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

September ‘11 Newsletter 
 
Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell David Haynes Tel: 01455  209285  

Issue No: 78 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



PLEASE NOTE 

 

Monday 19th September - Off-site meeting 
 

Our President Hugh has arranged that we have one of our normal meet-

ings at The Gliding Centre - Husband Bosworth - LE17 6JJ 

Starting at 12-30 p.m. costing £11-60  

Directions:- A4304 to Market Harborough, 5 miles from M1 Junct. 20 

                    Turn Right in Husband Bosworth A5199   0.9 miles 

                    Turn Left onto local road   0.2 miles 

                    Signposted on left 400 yards—Club House at end of track 
 

Tel:- 01858—880521  www. theglidingcentre.co.uk 
 

Members may bring interested friends but will need to let David 

Haynes know in advance. 

 

Austin Rose Visit 19th July 

Princess Alexandra Rose 

 A party of 26 Rotarians, family and 

friends enjoyed a guided tour of the 

David Austin Rose Garden at Albrighton.  

When David Austin's farm was compul-

sorily purchased by the military he de-

cided that he would 'go in for roses'. To-

day over 700 different varieties of  roses 

are planted in the garden which covers 

around 2 acres.  

The guide took us all around the different 

smaller areas, each with a distinctive 

style. The long Garden forms the central core of the rose garden with 

other gardens leading from it and  contains a collection of old roses 

which generally flower once in early summer. It also includes modern 

shrub roses to extend the flowering season. 

To add height there are many pergolas which display climbing and 

rambling roses, the latter produce small hips after flowering. 

The other gardens are The Victorian Garden, The Renaissance Garden. 

the Lion Garden and the Species Garden.  



The National Collection of Roses is held at Albrighton and the Renais-

sance Garden is perhaps the most beautiful of the gardens and devoted 

to English  roses demonstrating their great versatility and their wide 

range of flowers and fragrances, habits and sizes. 

The Lion Garden demonstrates how roses may be successfully inte-

grated into a herbaceous border. Mrs Pat Austin is a very talented artist 

and amongst the gardens where people can sit, relax and enjoy the fra-

grances there are many fine pieces of her sculptures. 

After an extremely interesting tour, we had time to enjoy the gardens, 

choose our roses and then head over to the restaurant where a sumptu-

ous array of scones, jam and cream were waiting to be enjoyed. 

The bus was much fuller on the way back with all the purchases made. 

Princess Alexandra appeared to be the favourite of the majority. 

Elaine Turner 
 

Anne Baker – profile 
 

I was born in Witney, Oxfordshire in January 1941.  My mother was 

Swedish and my father English – they had met in Malmo, Sweden on 

Royal Merchant Navy duties. 

They married in England and spent the first two years in Sussex while 

my father was at Naval College.  When my father was posted to India I 

was just born, and my mother and I came up to Syston in Leicestershire 

to live with my paternal grandmother. 

It was a rambling house with a very large garden assorted outbuildings 

and paddock, with room for somebody else’s pony!  With dogs, cat, and 

a large loving family it was a wonderful playground for a growing 

child.  Most holidays were spent on my Aunty’s farm which I loved.  I 

joined the Red Cross and the RSPCA attended the local school in 

Syston, Leicestershire, and at the age of ten sat the 11+ and gained a 

place at Thomas Rawlins Grammar School in Quorn.  To be honest I 

never really enjoyed school – fancy a teacher saying that!  But I em-

braced it all enjoying the drama and singing and the languages.  Dur-

ing this time I became a Girl Guide. 

At fifteen my mother decided that she wanted to go back to live in Swe-

den to be with her family. (My parents’ marriage had failed soon after 

the war ended) 



My uncle had procured a place for me in a girls’ school where I 

was warmly welcomed. 

I spent 3 wonderful years there making many friends and enjoying 

being near my Swedish family.  It took about 2 years for me to 

learn the language fluently.  Joining a Church Youth Club en-

riched my social life – again singing with a little group provided 

endless fun – I became an Ella Fitz Gerald fan and went to see 

Louis Armstrong (on the front row!) perform on my eighteenth 

birthday. 

I had always wanted to teach and my mother and I decided that I 

should apply for a place at a training College in England.  I went 

to Wall Hall Teachers Training College in Aldenham, Watford.  

My teaching career started in September 1961 in a school in 

Egham Hythe, Surrey.  I taught in various schools in the South of 

England and was made Deputy Head in a school in Crawley Sus-

sex.  But when I moved to Croydon in 1975 to remarry (my first 

marriage ended in divorce) I visited my local school and asked if 

there was a post vacant and was employed on the spot for the fol-

lowing term.  I stayed in that school for over 13 years and loved 

every minute – nearly! 

When my husband retired we came up to live in Broughton Astley 

and have happily retained our Southern friends.  

I went on ‘supply’ a huge learning curve for me getting used to 

open plan education.  Not for me.  Fortunately I was offered a post 

at Dunton Bassett Primary School – job-sharing with the Head.  I 

loved it, my classroom had a door! 

My interests are many; gardening, art/pastel painting, singing, 

and languages.  I am treasurer for the WI.  

Soon after retiring I spent some time as a witness supporter at 

Hinckley Magistrates Court. 

Looking back on my life I feel lucky – there have been shadows but 

also sunshine and I feel the career which I chose was the right one 

for me – and the cherry on the cake?   

Being asked to join Lutterworth Rotary.     

 

 

 



Graham's Charity Garden Sale  9th—14th August 
  

A great success on Graham's Lawn in two very large tents raising 

over £1500 for local Rotary Charities. 

Goods for sale came flooding in and a steady stream of purchasers 

bought some bargains ranging from beds, books and bikes to  

Limoge ornaments and even a fully functional fish tank. 

 One helper almost lost his bike, when seen parked by the garage an 

enthusiastic Rotarian (who shall be nameless) stuck a £25 sale no-

tice on it and wheeled it into the tent!  Luckily the mistake was  

noticed before the bike was sold. 
 

At the end of the week Emmaus charity who help the homeless in 

Coventry cleared whatever they could utilise.  Leukaemia Research 

Fund in Lutterworth also benefited from some of the remaining 

items. 
 

 It was a fun week and thanks must go to everyone who helped in 

any way, by erecting and dismantling the tents, manning the 'shop', 

providing items for sale and by purchasing goods. 
 

Elaine Turner 

 

Thinking of going to India this year or early next year? 
RIBI are looking for volunteers 
Volunteers are needed for National Immunisation Days (NID) during  
November 2011 or February 2012 in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.  
During these three day events, millions of tiny children are immunised 
against polio. You could be one of the many volunteers who saves a 
child’s life from the crippling and sometime fatal disease. 
You will give a boost to our Indian colleagues, who volunteer their help 
several times a year. You will also demonstrate to our partners in the 
World Health Organisation, United Nations and Indian government that 
Rotary is a service organisation, not just a source of funds.  Finally, and 
probably most importantly, there is a higher attendance at the vaccination 
booths in city slums and rural villages as people are attracted by the pres-
ence of strange foreigners dressed in their bright RIBI yellow shirts and 
hats. 
We really are very close to a polio free India: 



2006 – 676 cases 
2007 – 874 cases 
2008 – 559 cases 
2009 -  741 cases 
2010 – 42 cases 
And 2011 – just one case so far. 
There is no subsidy towards travel, but the cost is comparable with just a 
holiday in India. RIBI‘s insurance broker arranges cover with no restric-
tions except that you must not be travelling against medical advice. The 
actual dates are never confirmed by the Indian Government and the WHO 
until about six weeks before the NID takes place and this makes planning 
difficult and frantic – but we always manage it!   
If you are interested in saving millions of young lives, contact the  
organiser,       Rotarian Mike Yates. 
 

Profile John Warren 
 

Born in London in 1951 moving at 18 to Bristol and then to Wales. I 

have lived in Lutterworth for 22 years having moved from Newport 

where I married my wife Kath 40 years ago. Our three children 

were born there. 

I have always been involved in Volunteering in the community often 

with a focus on Education. In Wales I chaired the PTA of the Bi- 

lingual unit of the primary school our children attended and then 

was elected as the first chair of governors of the first Welsh medium 

secondary school that had opened in Gwent. Since moving to Lut-

terworth I have been a parent governor and now a community  

governor at Lutterworth College, and have been the Chair of gover-

nors for the last 8 years. 

I moved to Lutterworth with Mr Kipling cakes where I was a senior 

manager responsible for Forecasting and Customer service for the 

business. That role was made redundant after a year and that gave 

me the opportunity to change career and I moved into  the voluntary 

sector as the manager of Lutterworth volunteer centre. I was able to 

lead  a project to set up the Onestopshop which has been very suc-

cessful in enabling like-minded voluntary and community organisa-

tions to collocate and cooperate under one roof. 

All my children live in the area and over the last 5 years we have 

had 6 grandchildren which certainly keeps us fit! 

Kath and  I took all 14 family members away on holiday in August 



to celebrate our 60thbirthdays and our 40thwedding anniversary. 

In regards of getting to 60 it has always been my ambition to run the 

London Marathon and this year had to be it. For the 9 months running 

up to April 17th I trained 6 days a week starting from scratch building up 

to being able to do 26 miles. I decided to run for Multiple Sclerosis Re-

source Centre (MSRC) as my brother was diagnosed aged 58 last year 

and I also know a number of people affected by MS. 

I raised £4,500 for (MSRC) with a very generous donation of £260 from 

Rotary’s £10 pounds per mile. One Rotarian did comment that the £10 a 

mile would be a safe bet as there was no way I would finish! 

The actual marathon day was one of the most fantastic days of my life 

but I will not be repeating it as I could not face the training commitment 

again. 

I am looking for my next challenge maybe John o’ Groats to Land’s 

End! 

Profile supplied by John Warren. 
  
Visit to Mushroom Farm Tuesday 16th August 

Organised by Steve Tallis 
 

Twenty three members and friends spent a most interesting evening at 

the mushroom farm of Livesley Bros at Packington. The exotic wing of 

the farm was formed in 1985 by Tim and Simon who were largely in-

strumental in promoting the Exotic mushrooms—continuing their fam-

ily’s tradition of growing mushrooms for more than 50 years.  

They produce 2 tonnes of 

mushrooms per day, eight-

een different varieties, and 

all exotic, which takes a lot 

of  hard work, dedication 

and great precision from 

their 65 employees. The 

mushrooms grown mostly in 

straw and hardwood shav-

ings.  Others were growing 

in jars (thousands of them) .  

The idea coming from Japan. We visited many of the 58 growing sheds 

After a very informative tour, which lasted two hours, we were then  



entertained to a delicious hot supper, with wine, at the home of Tim and 

Louise Livesley.  Each of us paid £25 for the visit and as the family 

kindly gave the food, all the money (£575) was donated to Rainbows 

and Loros.   

We also came home with a pack of mushrooms each and some recipes.  

What a wonderful evening. 

Report supplied by Jill and Steve Tallis. 
 

Did you know where that saying came from? 
 

In the old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle, that always 

hung over the fire.  Every day, they lit the fire and added things to the 

pot.  They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat.  They 

would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold 

overnight, then start over the next day.  Sometimes stew had food in it 

that had been there for quite a while.  Hence the rhyme: “Peas porridge 

hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine days old” 
 

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special.  

When visitors came over, they would hang up their bacon, to show off.  

It was a sign of wealth that a man could “Bring home the Bacon”  They 

would cut off a little, to share with guests and would all sit around talk-

ing and “Chew the fat”. 
 

PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Tuesday 20th September - Golf Day at Kilworth Springs in Aid of 

Disabled Sports 
 

Fri. 30th Sept. - Sun. 2nd Oct. District Conference - Southport 
 

Sunday 27th November - 3rd Santa Fun Run with Wycliffe Club 
 

December 19 - 22nd - Collection with Inner Wheel at Morrisons in 

Aid of Air Ambulance and Gateway Club. 
 

December 15th - The Curve Theatre Outing   “42nd Street” 
 

February 22nd - Skittles Evening at Wolvey in Aid of Polio 
 

Sunday 20th May - Plant Craft and Food Fair - Misterton 
 

Ferret Racing Evening - Late June at Air Field Farm—Sulby 


