
                                  

                                                               Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 
December     
 
Monday 5th Normal Meeting      Ruth Tallis          Elaine Turner 
 

Thursday 8th Council   
 

Monday 12th Business Meeting   
 

Monday 19th Christmas Lunch 
 

Monday 26th No Meeting    
     
January 
 
Monday     2nd  No Meeting  
 
Monday     9th  Normal Meeting      Raymond Steingold   John Turner 
 

Thursday  12th  Council 
  

Monday    16th  Business Meeting 
 

Monday    23rd  President’s Off-Site Meeting     The Enterprise Centre 
                                                          Gilmorton Road  Lutterworth 
 

Monday    30th   Normal Meeting    Barry Wiggins        David Walton

 
Driving the wheel of fellowship 
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Programme for the next two months. 
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Issue No: 81 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



A Happy Christmas and New Year 
 

 

Rose Chapman – profile 
 

I was born July 21st 1950 but for the first 10 years I celebrated it on the 22nd 

but after checking my birth certificate when I took the 11 plus they discov-

ered in fact that I had been born the day before.  I went to Walcote C of E 

School and I did pass the 11 plus.  I went on to Lutterworth Grammar 

School playing Hockey and Rounders for the School. 

My grandmother’s (Hilda Crawford Caudell) ancestors were Earls of Lind-

say from Scotland but to save his neck one Earl turned coat and gave up his 

earldom and moved to north Leicestershire where the Crawfords still farm. 
 

My grandfather’s (Berry) family farmed around the Langtons for centuries 

until the 1930’s when times were hard where his father-in-law Thomas 

Caudell evicted them as they could not pay the loan.  Consequently my 

grandmother who was 13 years younger set up in business in poultry farm-

ing at Thorpe Langton and after the war my father continued the business at 

Great Bowden and finally he bought Lodge Farm in 1953 at Walcote which 

was very run down. 
 

My great grandfather Johnson on my mother’s side was in the shoe trade in 

Leicester and as a young man he was told he had only six months to live so 

he went to France to enjoy himself. He proved them wrong as he had two 

wives and six sons, one of whom was my grandfather and the only one who 

returned to Leicester and continued in the shoe trade. 
 

My own father now aged 93 was called up and went with the Leicestershire 

Regiment to Norway in April 1940.  They were quickly over run by the 

Germans and many of his fellow soldiers were captured but he and about 

200 others walked to Sweden across the mountains and fjords to freedom.  

After 3 months in Sweden they were exchanged for German prisoners and 

returned to the UK via Finland and Iceland.  Back in the UK he got his 

commission and then served in North Africa and Italy. 
 

In Italy he was seriously wounded in the battlefield.  He managed to crawl 

into a barn where he lay unconscious.  Next morning he came round and 

there was a hole in the roof of the barn where an incendiary bomb had 

come through the roof which lay beside him un-exploded.  He was duely 

rescued and returned to Leicester Royal Infirmary where my mother was 

nursing.  They had become engaged before he left for Africa 2 years earlier 

and had not seen one another in all that time.  They were married in St. 

Mary’s Church, Knighton Leicester on 28th April 1945.  My father walked 



up the aisle with a walking stick and a calliper on his leg. 

Three daughters arrived in 4½ years – I was the third and we all have differ-

ent coloured hair, mum said the only thing that changed was the milkman.  In 

fact every time they moved house she became pregnant and when they finally 

moved to Walcote in 1953 my brother John was born. 
 

We children all  had to help on the farm collecting eggs and feeding the 

calves and shutting the hens up at night.  At Easter time we children bought 

100 day old cockerels from Dad, we paid for the feed and electricity, then at 

Christmas we shared the profit.  They were Rhode Sussex Cross.  The cock-

erels were white and the hens were brown.  I also used to enjoy riding my 

pony. 
 

My sister Anne worked at Barclays Bank and was good there,  I applied to 

work there too and assumed it would be good for me.  It was not the case and 

I was not very happy there.  However my social life was good as I had joined 

the Young Farmers.  Then in 1967 ‘foot and mouth’ struck and no meetings 

were allowed and my sister Julia could not travel from Shropshire because it 

was even worse there.  In January 1968 things had subsided somewhat and 

Dad allowed Julia to come down so I decided to have a party.  I had my eye 

on the local butcher John Chapman, who had previously been friends with 

both my sisters, but because he was really old aged 26 he had not taken any 

notice of me.  So I invited him to my party with Alan Greenwood and that 

was the end of life as he knew it.  We became engaged in December 1968 

and married the following October 1969.  We had the wedding reception in 

the barn at the farm before the cattle were brought in.  We went to live in 

Walcote and I still live there.  Stuart was born in 1971 and Joanne in Decem-

ber 1972.  Stuart now runs the business and is married to Kate, John Wilson’s 

daughter and they have three  children.  Joanne is married to Mark Vernon 

and has two children.  Joanne trained as a midwife and now works at Kette-

ring Hospital and Market Harborough part time. 
 

John and his father used to slaughter at the shop and after it was no longer 

licensed a lady asked John if he would kill 2 lambs for her.  He reluctantly 

said yes but so that he did not get found out he did not let the blood go down 

the drain and put it in 2 buckets to take to Walcote to put on his runner beans 

– blood is a very good fertilizer.  At the time we had this mini van so with the 

2 buckets on board he set off towards Walcote and just as he got to the mo-

torway island the engine seized and the buckets of blood fell over.  A very 

kind man who saw John had broken down went to his aid but when he saw all 

the blood, which by then was dripping out of the bottom of the van, he did a 

runner! 

We had another customer who complained her chicken was pink and on in-



vestigation it turned out she had pink lighting in her kitchen.  Another one 

complained her turkey was all bone and took it back into the shop and John 

said “first of all we better have it the right way up” – she had got it upside 

down! 

Another story was when he was slaughtering a lamb and it escaped up the 

high street and John was running after it when it looked into Fine Fare carry-

ing on up the road finally landing in a midden at the back of Walker Manor 

Court before it was all built on. 
 

My John became lame because he needed a hip replacement and had the op-

eration in 2003, but unfortunately the anaesthetic exasperated a neurological 

condition which we were not aware of and he became very confused.  This 

was the first signs of vascular dementia diagnosed at first as Parkinsonism in 

April 2004.  At this time I joined carers groups.  John’s condition deterio-

rated gradually until I needed help.  In 2005 he was admitted into Glenfield 

Hospital where he was assessed and he stayed there for 3 months.  Everybody 

thought I would not be able to have him home but I tried as I could not let 

him go to a nursing home without trying.  With a great deal of support I man-

aged for 18 months.  It was exhausting and he would go to respite care at a 

nursing home every 2 months.  Finally I could no longer manage but good 

luck was on my side as there was a vacancy at Baron’s Park in December 

2007 at Kirby Muxloe.  A secure unit in an excellent home and John was 

very settled and the grandchildren were able visit but sadly he developed 

pneumonia and died in May 2009. 
 

Since John passed away I have joined the Rotary, walk with the ramblers and 

learnt to ring bells at Bitteswell Church.  I still do part time at the shop and 

do the bookwork there. I enjoy helping out with the grandchildren and visit 

my father daily if possible. I still live in Walcote  on my own and I am pleas-

antly surprised on how much there is to do - which I would not have done 

otherwise. 
 

Coffee Morning 3rd November 

 

Bob’s team collected a stupendous £101 for AquaBox/Shelter Box. 

Well done team and thank you. 
 

Un -phased 
 

A Kindergarten  teacher was observing her classroom of children while they 

were drawing.  She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s  

work.  As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked 

what the drawing was.  The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.” 



The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.” 

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, 

“They will in a minute.” 
 

The English Disabled Sports Championship 12 & 13th November 

Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of District 1060 
 

The 30th Rotary English Disabled Sports Championship was held in Coventry 

at the X Cel Leisure Centre. 

Our athletes entered into the spirit of the games with determination and effort, 

all 9 teams wishing to take the crown from South Yorkshire/Lincs. who won 

last year.  The teams came from around the country – Avon – Coventry – 

Gloucester – Hucknall – 

Leicestershire – Rugby – 

Wakefield – Warwick-

shire and South York-

shire/Lincs. 

This year’s winner, by 

just 7 points was South 

Yorkshire/Lincs. – sec-

ond was Leicestershire 

(receiving a prize of 

£300 which will go to-

wards funding next 

year’s Championship) 

with Rugby third. 

We (Leicestershire) won 

3 of the twelve events – Darts – Pitstop and Slalom and second in Male 

Weights – Shooting and Table Tennis. 

The team organiser Rotarian John Roberson along with the sports coaches, 

supporters and drivers taking the athletes to the venue were all thanked by the 

team for making the event happen and run so smoothly on the day. 

They look forward to returning to first place next year. 
 

Visit to Olympic Site 16th November 
 

A party of 26 Rotarians and friends were invited to visit the Olympic Site by 

Ros Seal a  Health and Safety Advisor  working for the Olympic Delivery Au-

thority on the site.  With the London Olympics taking place between 27th July 

and 12th August next year followed by the Paralympics 29th August to 9th Sep-

tember it was very interesting to see the progress being made on the site which 



is on schedule. 

Although it was a 

pity (for security and 

safety reasons) we 

were restricted in 

what we could see 

and photograph from 

the tour bus.  

Our guide Ros was 

excellent at explain-

ing what was going 

on.   

A fantastic bonus 

was when our 

“unofficial guide” 

Lord Coe joined us for a short while at the official lookout point 

‘Greenway.’  He had been showing the president of Serbia, accompanied 

by four bodyguards, round the site.  Lord Coe was happy to be photo-

graphed with our group after the official photographer had finished. 

Part of the complica-

tion in planning had 

been the decision to 

include both the 

Olympics and the 

Paralympics on the 

same site taking 

place in such a short 

time of each other.  

Our thanks must go 

to Bridget for organ-

ising the trip and Ros 

our guide on the day. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Elaine Turner having been awarded Life 

Membership of the British Gladiolus Society in recognition of 

17 years service as their Treasurer 



Santa Fun Run 27th November 

 

On the last Sunday of November (27th) the town again saw a sea of Santas 

running, walking or ambling round this year’s shorter course (5.5km) in aid 

of their chosen charity.  After last year’s snowy weather many had chosen to 

buy an “all weather treaded running shoe”.   
 

Everyone who ran or (with their 

family) just enjoyed a fantastic 

day of fun that they won’t forget. 
 

Both Lutterworth Rotary Clubs 

were delighted with the turnout 

and would like to thank all those 

who supported the event, includ-

ing  ‘The Inner Wheel’s and oth-

ers for the supply of mince pies 

and the Lutterworth Community 

Church for providing us all with 

both hot and cold beverages. 
 

May we thank the Media for their support along with all our sponsors—the 

main sponsors being ASDA IDC—Hinckley and Rugby Building Society— 

Embank Finance—REECREATE and SpecSavers. 
 

Our special thanks must go to John Turner who co-ordinated the event for 

the two clubs and the Lutterworth College for the use of their premises on 

the day—the marshals who stood at road crossings directing the runners in 

the right direction round the course.  Alwyn Ogden for his chairmanship of 

the committee who started planning back in May and all their hard work that 

went towards making it such a huge success. 
 

Medals again were donated by the Hinckley and Rugby Building Society for 

which many many thanks. 

Although our numbers increased dramatically to 980, it is too early to give the 

financial outcome at the time of publication. 
 

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Santa Committee will be displaying pictures taken during the day at 

the Town Hall on Saturday 10th December between 10a.m. and noon in  

order that people are able to see some of the fun all the Santa’s, not forget-

ting the dogs, had had by taking part. 

Everyone is welcome. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INNER WHEEL 
 

Glenys Ensor  
 

Glenys joined I.W. three years ago, she 

quickly became a valued member of the 

club. 

With her wide experience of other organi-

sations and her career in catering she was 

a great asset, able to give practical advice 

and always ready to help when ever 

needed. 

Glenys was a great support to husband 

John during his year as Rotary President 

and together they hosted several very 

happy social and successful fund raising 

events at their home. 

Glenys will be very sadly missed for her down to earth common sense, her 

caring attitude and her lovely dry sense of humour. 
  
PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Thursday December 15th - The Curve Theatre Outing   “42nd Street” 
 

December 19 - 22nd - Collection with Inner Wheel at Morrisons in Aid of 

Air Ambulance and Rotary Charities. 
 

Thursday 19th January   Coffee Morning in Town Hall—Starting at 9 a.m. 

In aid of AquaBox/Shelter Box 
 

Peter J Osborn—Rossett Green—Valley Lane—Bitteswell—LE17 4SA 

Telephone 01455  553178 


