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April ‘12 Newsletter 
 
Programme for the next two months. 
 

April     Speaker Finder      Grace &  

              Thanks 
 

Monday       9th   Easter Bank Holiday   
 

Thursday 12th   Council 
 

Monday    16th   Business Meeting 
 

Monday 23rd   David Haynes   Peter Osborn 
 

Monday 30th   Bernard Johnson   John Roberson 
 

May 
 

Monday  7th   May Bank Holiday 
 

Thursday  10th   Council 
 

Monday 10th   Business Meeting 
 

Monday 21st   Club Assembly 
 

Monday 28th   Graham Johnson   Tom Dalby 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell David Haynes Tel: 01455  209285  
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Spring has arrived 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Leicestershire Dyslexia  Association - February 27th 
 

Fiona and Chris Hossack explained it had all started with Shirley 
Cooper and her friend Rosemary wanting help for their boys after 
hearing a programme on Dyslexia on Radio Leicester in 1984. Go 
forward to 1989 and the start of Saturday workshops for children 
with dyslexia in Leicester. Today 26 students have tuition from 20 
teachers, including special computer games for 1 hour each at their 
unit at the Stoneygate Baptist Church on London Road. 

So what is Dyslexia—a learning difficulty affecting the skills in-
volved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling (across all 
intellectual abilities). Sometimes linked to Dyscalculia—a diffi-
culty with maths also Dyspraxia—a difficulty with fine motor 
skills, often handwriting.  

Chris said a slow start with reading and poor spelling need not mean 
dyslexia there are other causes. However an early diagnosis and 
help gives children confidence and using multi– sensory teaching 
methods will help all children. Trying to make teaching suit how a 
dyslexic child learns best with emphasis on look, say and do. A 
modern quote is “dyslexia is not a specific learning difficulty but a 
difference” which often means the student has a talent for verbal 
description, problem solving and technical/practical subjects but 
struggles with keeping up with literacy skills. 

Teacher Training Courses only give a day to all Specific Learning 
Difficulties and the Rose Report .says Dyslexia needs its own mod-
ule as do others. Our speakers gave us a detailed account of the 



problems and some solutions for dyslexic students showing their en-
thusiasm and commitment to everyone involved.  Please support their 
petition http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/20674. .  

Ruth Tallis in her thanks added her plea for more training saying how 
her son had benefited from specialised teaching but was now strug-
gling in a mainstream school with some of his GCSEs, but Maths was 
great. 
 

Coffee Morning 1st March 
 

Thanks again to Bob and his team for raising £110 which will go to-
wards a Shelter Box. 
 

Update on Shelter Boxes 
 

Sunday 11th March marks the one year anniversary of the tragic  

Japanese earthquake and tsunami. The 8.9 magnitude earthquake and 

subsequent tsunami left huge swathes of Sedai reduced to rubble; 

whole towns completely flattened; homes turned to matchsticks.  

More than 300,000 people left homeless in freezing conditions.  

ShelterBox supplied 1,690 tents and distributed to affected families in 

Japan.  They were the sixth team to arrive, five weeks after the earth-

quake and tsunami struck.  They worked with local Rotarians, the 

British Embassy and the US military to overcome the many logistical 

challenges. 

ShelterBox have written to us to thank us for our contribution. 
 

Herbal Remedies – 5th March 
 

Tom Dalby’s guest Ann Ling of Ashby Parva introduced us to the use 

of herbal medical remedies which have been used for centuries with 

many still used today.  She listed a range of plants which are used ei-

ther as they are or used in today’s medicines for a legion of ailments.  

Her talk was exhaustive so I have only listed the more common herbs.  

The Internet will give you 21 pages and call it “but a summary”.  
 

She started her talk about the Dock plant’s proximity to the Stinging 

Nettles and went on to talk about Aloe Vera ( a member of the lily  

family) which is used on the skin – speeding the healing process by a 

third. 



 

She talked of “The divine signature of plants” where they are tell-

ing us what they should be used on i.e. The Walnut which looks 

like the brain (which helps ailments here, as does Rosemary) The 

Lungwort whose leaves look like the lung is used on this part of 

the body.  White Willow’s bark is used in aspirin and Foxglove for 

the heart as is part of Lily of the Valley and Hawthorn.   

A spring tonic is obtained from Dandelion, Chickweed, Nettles 

and Burdock.  

Yarrow – stops bleeding and is an anti-inflammatory.  
 

Oats – not wild oats, are used for the nerves and have a calming  

effect.   

Yew seeds and Violet leaves, Mistletoe and Periwinkle all being 

poisonous but adapted are used in the cure of cancer.Witch Hazel, 

and Aconite can ease bruising.   

The eating of Limes reduces blood pressure while Marigold petals 

have a soothing effect on the skin and oil from the stem is good for 

curing eczema.  Lavender has both a calming effect and helps 

sleeping.  Primrose sooths sore throats while Red Sage is used to 

cure a multitude of ailments – colds (with Thyme and Honey) also 

as a toothbrush or tooth pick, and for hormonal imbalance in both 

men and women.   
 

Comfrey is used on broken bones and when asked about hair re-

generation in the bald she said that Rosemary and Baby Bio would 

probably do the trick !!!!! 
 

Teddy Mania!!! 

 

As the Papers don’t always print what you send them I thought 

you would like to see Copy sent. 
 

It all started with a very small advert in the Barwell Parish maga-

zine asking for knitters to knit tiny blankets and body warmers for 

the neo-natal units at Leicester Royal Infirmary and Walsgrave 

Hospital. A further request was made to knit teddies for trauma-

tised children at home and abroad. 
 



Rotarian Elaine Turner saw this and enjoyed the challenge of knitting 

with a purpose and wondered if others might like to join in. 
 

A small article in local newspapers brought an overwhelming re-

sponse which has resulted in over 400 teddies being received from as 

far afield as Sussex. 

Several small blankets, body warmers and two large blankets(which 

the Red Cross have been pleased to accept for fire victims) have also 

been knitted and distributed. 

Private enterprises in the county are taking teddies to Ethiopia, others 

to orphanages in Portugal. 

The organisation which the Barwell Parish support is SEED (Social 

Educational Economic Development) with several parishioners going 

to Kosovo and Albania to ‘enrich the lives of the many ‘Romany 

families’ who live in impoverished conditions.  
 

They are also working with a school of 1500 youngsters. Some of the 

teddies will be taken with them. A little after the visit, a lorry is ex-

pected to go out with much needed supplies of clothing, shoes and 

school consumables. Also it is hope to take out vegetable seeds.  

Graham and Chris are contacts and if you can help with any such 

items their phone number is 01455 446587. 
 

Intercare who send unused medicines to Africa (Cameroon, Ghana, 

Malawi, Siera Leone, Tanzania, and Zambia) which the Lutterworth 

Wycliffe Medical Practice collect on their behalf and are then sorted 

by Lutterworth Rotarians each month are sending a large box of 

these Teddies and two boxes of children’s pyjamas ( kindly donated 

by Asda) with the medicines to these African Countries who are so 

desperately poor, for use in their Clinics, hospitals and orphanages. 
 

Anyone wishing to knit teddies or tiny blankets or body warmers can 

apply to Elaine Turner 01455 553425 for a pattern. Also gratefully 

received would be gifts of oddments of double knitting wool. 
 

A sincere thank you to everyone who have risen to the challenge and 

produced so many lovely teddies. 
 

Peter J Osborn     Lutterworth Rotary 



 

Visit to Leicester Masonic Hall—19th March 
 

Around 15 Rotarians were invited by Clive Weston to visit a Ma-

son’s Hall in Leicester.  John Booton our guide not only showed us 

round the building but gave us a short history of Freemasonry.  In 

summary he explained that a credible historical source of its origins 

is given in The Halliwell 

Manuscript, or Regius 

Poem around 1390. 

There is also the Cooke 

Manuscript in the mid 

15th century.  The first 

statutory use of the word 

‘Freeman’ in England ap-

pears in the Statutes of the 

Realm enacted in 1495 

under Henry 6th.  Prior to 

that the earliest use of the 

term “ffre masons” was in 1376 reference to the “Company of ffre 

masons” one of the numerous craft guilds of London.  By 1583 the 

date of the Grand Lodge Manuscript the documentary evidence be-

gins to grow, and was followed by a series of statutes too numerous 

to quote here. 

Early Freemasons were free to work (normally on Churches or  

Cathedrals) wherever their skills were required and were lodged in a 

temporary  structure 

alongside the build-

ing.  In this lodge they 

ate and slept and received 

work assignments from 

the master of the work. 

During the 18th century a 

turbulent time in defining 

a central “Grand Lodge” 

rather than having a num-

ber of Grand Lodges 

scattered around the 



country.  The Premier Grand Lodge of England and the Antient Grand 

Lodge of England were amalgamated into the United Grand Lodge of 

England in 1813 and so it remains today. 
 

A very educational trip for us all.  The above short history being taken 

from the Internet where a fuller version is given under “History of Free-

masonry”.   
 

HEARING DOGS FOR THE DEAF 
 

Many thanks for the regular collection of stamps that Rotarians and 

friends are continuing to pass to Barry Wiggins.  This year the organiza-

tion has two main fund raising schemes  It is 30 years since dogs were 

trained to help those people who are hard of hearing and can cope with a 

lively, but well-trained animal.  All breeds are used for they all have dif-

ferent gifts that can be honed into suit different disabilities.   
 

A special appeal that Ester Rantzen is sponsoring  to provide dogs for 

children who are deaf and which has successfully been piloted for three 

years and is now being expanded 
 

Another is “Merlin’s Mission which  is based in the area to which we 

send our stamps.  Merlin is a dog who lives this area and visits groups to 

encourage people to support the cause.  This year he has been chosen as 

the “ambassador dog” and will be at the Misterton Hall Plant Day on 

Sunday 20th May giving three demonstrations. 
 

Our stamps are trimmed correctly and separated into ordinary and spe-

cial ones and passed to Denise and John Taylor who forward them to 

their philatelist connection 22 half stone bags were sent off during 

2011 for which cash was received.   
 

You can just tear off  your stamps – or even give them to us on the enve-

lope.  We will do the rest.   We   also collect the gold parcel-stamps you 

might also receive. 
 

If you have any stamp collections do talk let us know.  This can be very 

valuable to the charity. 
 

Website    www.merlinsmission.org   to find out more and how you can 

help him. 
 

 



PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Saturday 14th April   
Poachers Supper and Frog  racing Evening 

Shooters Lodge—Glebe Farm—Shilton Lane—Kirkby Mallory  - LE9 

7QL  -  7 for  7-30 p.m. 
 

Wycliffe Rotary have their 25th Jubilee Charter Dinner  
 

on Monday 23rd April being held at the Wycliffe Rooms in George 

St. at 7.00pm for 7.30 Dinner 

Cost  £27 which includes a three course dinner.   

Dress Code Black Tie 

Contact their Secretary:- Peter Sweatman 202238 or by  

e-mail p.sweatman 1070@btinternet.com for tickets. 
 

Sunday 20th May 
 

Misterton Plant Sale contact Elaine Turner 
 

Saturday 16th June    
 

Ferret Racing Evening at Airfield Farm Sulby NN6 6EZ   

Details from John  Wilson tel:-01858 575385 
 

Saturday 14th July  

Proms Evening with Wigston Male Voice Choir  
 

At Lutterworth College—7-30 p.m.  Cost £10 Tickets available from 

Whites Florist and John Wells -in aid of Rotary Charities  
 

 

INNER WHEEL 
 

They will be running a Coffee Morning on Thursday 26th April in 
the Town Hall starting at 9 a.m. in aid of Arthritis Support for Youth. 

 

 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 

E-mail p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 

 


