
  

 

September                           Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 
 
Monday 3rd Normal Meeting      Ruth Tallis       Sue Ensor 
 

Monday    10th  Normal Meeting        Elaine Turner   Peter Hammond 
 

Thursday 13th Council Meeting   
 

Monday  17th Business  Meeting        
 

Monday 24th Normal Meeting     David Toone      David Haynes 
 

October  
 
Monday 1st Normal Meeting     Steve Tallis        Bridget Hunt 
 

Monday 8th Normal Meeting     Peter Walliace    Martin Iliffe  
 

Thursday 11th Council   
 

Monday 15th Business Meeting   
 

Monday 22nd Normal Meeting     David Walton   Bernard Johnson 
 

Monday      29th Normal Meeting   Robin Weatherall  Graham Johnson        
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District Governor Chris Chew 23rd July 
 

Chris spoke on this year’s Rotary theme called “Peace through Service”  

Which continued from last year’s of “Service above Self”.  He started 

his talk by asking “What does peace mean” and what part does Rotary 

play to achieve this.  With a membership of over 1,200, million through 

32,000 Rotary Clubs spanning more than 200 countries around the 

world we have a responsibility to work towards peace starting from a 

grass root level.  Peace coming through agreement and happiness with 

ones neighbours. 

He touched on Rotary’s use of ‘Facebook’ as a means to promote Ro-

tary’s image with the general public.In question time after his talk the  

consensus of members was that it could be useful in informing the 

younger element of the public who use this means of communication 

which might benefit future Rotarians in their 40’s. However local work 

in the community currently has a greater impact on club’s profile than 

using this new unproven means of media promotion. 

 

Tractors at Cotesbach—26th July 
 

We had the privilege of visiting Richard Vernon’s farm in Cotesbach to 

see his private collection of farm tractors dating back to the beginning 

of the last century when they moved from horse/steam to petrol.  

The range of those he showed us 

was absolutely incredible—one 

being the only one in the world 

still in working order. 

For those Rotarians with either a 

farming or engineering back-

ground it was a wonderland of 

how things had changed in a 

relatively short time and how it 

had affected the farming indus-

try and its productivity.   
 

The Problem with Waste—30th July 

 

Paul Leonard—our speaker spoke about a problem we all encounter 



every day-Waste - and how we environmentally dispose of it.  

He isolated his talk to just the East Midland Region quoting figures from 

2010 - 2011 where some 2,300,000 tonnes of municipal domestic waste 

was created during the year. 

1,000,000 tonnes (44·5%) going to landfill 

   208,000 tonnes (9%) disposed of by using EfW incineration technology 

1,000,000 tonnes (44·5%) was recycled or compressed  

     38,000 tonnes (1·7%) other 

Plus approx 1,000,000 tonnes of commercial and industrial waste.  

Harborough District Council collected some 35,977 tonnes of house-

hold waste in 2009 - 2010 and recycled/composted some 19,163 tonnes 

or 53·26% (Defra) being above the figure for the East Midlands of 

around 49%. 

All this collection and disposal of our waste has a cost –landfill being 

around £100 a tonne.  He gave a plethora of figures (which he gave me 

should anyone wish to borrow them). 

He said that the publics perception in spending vast sums of money on 

the disposal of waste is difficult to overcome when they cannot see an 

end benefit. 

A thought provoking talk that needed  far longer than the 20 minutes 

given to cover such a wide and complex subject. 

 

 

No time to waste 
 

•  12·5 million tonnes of paper and cardboard are used in UK every      

year 20% of which we throw away. 
 

•   7·2 million tonnes of food and drink are thrown away in UK each   

year - £12bn 
 

•   A family of 4 in UK uses 330 glass bottles and jars a year 
 

•   17·5bn plastic bags are used in UK each year 
 

•   Over 30,000 tonnes of batteries are used in UK each year. 

 

 Some Olympic Statistics 



 
Olympic Games 

 

10,500 athletes 

26 sports 

205 countries 

21,000 media and broadcasters 

8 million tickets  

302 gold medals to be won 

 

Paralympic Games 
 

4,2000 athletes 

20 sports 

167 countries 

6,500 media and broadcasters 

2 million tickets 

500 gold medals to be won 

 

Food 

 

Playing sport can make you very hungry. 

The 14,700 Olympic and Paralympic athletes will munch and slurp their way 

through. . .  
 

82 tonnes of seafood 

31 tonnes of chicken 

100 tonnes of meat 

75,000 litres of milk 

19 tonnes of eggs 

21 tonnes of cheese 

330 tonnes of fruit and vegetables 

25,000 loaves of bread 

 

Sports equipment 
 

900,000 different items of sports equipment will be needed for the London 2012 

Games 

 

1,424 footballs 

1,111 Badminton shuttlecocks 

8 trampolines 

and about 65,000 towels. 

Think Big 
 



•   The Olympic Park in east London is the size of 357 football pitches 

•   Under the Park there are 200 kilometres of electrical cables – enough to stretch 

from London to Nottingham 

•   The main stadium has 80,000 seats. 

•   Estimated number of spectators will be 1 million 

•   Stadium was made with 10,000 tonnes of steel and covers 108,500 m² 

 
 

Olympic and Paralympic Venues 

 

 

 Olympic    Paralympic 

 

1896 Athens 

1900 Paris 

1904 St. Louis 

1908 London 

1912 Stockholm 

1920 Antwerp 

1924 Paris 

1928 Amsterdam 

1932 Los Angeles 

1936 Berlin 

1948 London 

1952 Helsinki 

1956 Stockholm/Melbourne 

1960 Rome     1960 Rome 

1964 Tokyo     1964 Tokyo 

1968 Mexico City    1968 Tel Aviv 

1972 Munich    1972 Heidelberg 

1976 Montreal    1976 Toronto 

1980 Moscow    1980 Arnhem 

1984 Los Angeles    1984 Stoke Mandeville and New York 

1988 Seoul     1988 Seoul 

1992 Barcelona    1992 Barcelona 

1996 Atlanta    1996 Atlanta 

2000 Sydney     2000 Sydney 

2004 Athens    2004 Athens 

2008 Beijing    2008 Beijing 

2012 London    2012 London 

2016 Rio de Janeiro   2016 Rio de Janeiro 

 

 



Rev. Mervyn Haigh Wingfield Coussens—6th August 
 

Our speaker was Rev. Coussens Rector of St Mary’s Church Lutter-

worth plus the prishes of Bitteswell and Cotebach. 

He told us he had been Rector in Lutterworth for the past 21 years 

and will retire next month (Sept) with fond memories of the place 

and the congregation he has been responsible for.  Having left St 

John’s College in Nottingham in 1974 he became curate in 

Clifton—Bristol before moving on to Morden in South London be-

tween 1977—83. 
 

In 1983 he moved back to (Patchway) Bristol until in 1991 he came 

to Lutterworth as Rector which included the parishes of Bitteswell 

and Cotesbach and in 1995 was appointed Rural Dean of Gulaxton. 
 

During his talk he gave us some amusing stories of his time here.  

One being while sitting in his garden listening to the Church Bells 

he noticed the tower swaying in tune with the bells - a job which 

cost the Church a fortune in rectifying. 
 

Some of the special successes are the sale of Charity Christmas 

Cards over the past 19 years and the raising of some £100,000 by 

Gordon Burnett through the sale of second hand books in the Barn 

in Bank Street.  More recently the raising of £137,000 for an up-

grade on the Church yard. 
 

One of the stories he recounted (which was true) was that a small 

kitten got stuck up a tree in which neighbours were unable to reach 

- the favoured idea to solve the problem was to attach a rope to the 

tree and with the use of a car pull the top of the tree down to a level 

that the kitten could be reached.  Unfortunately before this was pos-

sible the rope broke propelling the kitten into the air.  A neighbours 

child was longing for a kitten against his parents wishes.  When all 

of a sudden while praying in his garden his wish came true, by the 

arrival of this kitten. 
 

“Never underrate the power of God”. 

 



Drug Treatment—13th August 
 

Carola’s speaker was Dr Nigel Modern who is clinical director of Park 

House residential detox and rehab unit in Birmingham .Dr Modern has 

worked in addiction as a GP with special interest for approximately 20 

years. He started off community based in London and then took on Park 

House when it opened two years ago after working for the rough sleeper 

team in Birmingham. The backbone of his talk was the NTORS study 

which clearly proves the benefits of treatment to the addict as well as to 

the community due to resulting reduction in crime, particularly robber-

ies .The bias is whether to transfer people into detox or rehab or keep 

them on maintenance treatment as it is difficult to judge if what they say, 

they want, is what they need at that moment in time. That is where Dr 

Modern perceived difficulties as it might cause harm if detox is offered 

at the wrong moment in time.  

Motivation for addicts to realise they have a problem and to follow their 

treatment is one of the biggest problems. 

The talk prompted a host of questions from members interested in a  

subject they normally only read about in the Press.  

 

Charity Mega Sale – 13th – 24th August 2012 
 

Lutterworth Rotary ran another Charity Mega Sale following the success 

of the one at the end of last year when an E Ranger Ambulance (a motor 

bike and side car) for use in Africa, where the roads are far from perfect 

for even 4 wheel transport, was purchased with the money collected. 

The proceeds from the Mega Sale this year held in the former florist 

shop in High Street Lutterworth run by Ruth Tallis (Whites) raised some 

£1,500 for local Rotary Charities. 

A rotation of Rotary members manned the shop over the fortnight the 

shop was open – both receiving and selling a wide range of items not 

wanted by some yet new to others. 

A classic case being a gentleman who turned up on a mobility scooter 

looking for a trailer to connect to it to improve his ability to carry more 

shopping.  Nothing daunted the sales team sold him a child’s buggy 

which he was going to convert into the trailer he needed and Bridget 

Hunt (Rotarian) assisted him in being able to tow home.  Another sale 



with a difference. 

Again our thanks to the local shoppers for their support and to George 

Turner and Bernard Johnson (Rotarian) who cleared the shop when it 

closed on Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Events– June to December 2012 
 

Wednesday 5th September – Boughton House Visit   

        Starting 11 a.m.    £10 per  ticket                   

        Contact Bridget Hunt 01455  209105 
 

Sunday 16th September – Big Bike Ride in aid of Epilepsy and  

        Rotary Charities 

       Contact John Turner 01455 554455 or  

       Elaine Turner 01455 553425 
 

Fri 28th– Sun 30th  September – District Conference – Telford 
 

Saturday 10th and Sunday  11th November 

        Disabled Sports National Championship - Coventry 
         
Sunday 2nd December – Santa Fun Run nominated Charities 

       Contact John Turner 01455  554455 
 

Tuesday18th – Friday 21st December       
        Morrisons Collection in aid of  LOROS 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell  Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 

E mail p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


