
                                  

 

                                                               Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 

 

December    

 
Monday 3rd Normal Meeting      Anne Baker     John Roberson 
 

Monday 10th Normal Meeting    David Haynes  Hugh Robertson Smith 

 

Thursday 13th Council   
 

Monday 17th Business Meeting  and Christmas Lunch  
 

Monday 24th No Meeting         Happy Christmas and New Year 
 

Monday      31st  No Meeting 

 
January    

 
Monday 7th Normal Meeting      Tom Dalby               Ruth Tallis 
 

Monday 14th Normal Meeting      Bob Derrick             Steve Tallis
  

Thursday 17th Council   
 

Monday 21st Business Meeting   
 

Monday 28th Normal Meeting              One Stop Shop Visit  
     
     

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

December ‘12 Newsletter 
 
Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell Bridget Hunt Tel: 01455  209105  
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www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



Friends of Khasdobir—22nd October 
 

Geoffrey Poole gave the club a very interesting talk on his involve-

ment in the “Friends of Khasdobir” which supports the Khasdobir 

Youth Action Group—a locally run educational and welfare project 

based on a cluster of villages on the edge of the town Sythet in Bang-

ladesh.  Most of the 35,000 people who live in Khasdobir are land-

less and desperately poor.  Some work as day labourers or rickshaw 

drivers while the widows are struggling to provide for their children.  

In creating links between the old established villagers and people 

who have moved into the area for work they are building bridges be-

tween the Muslims in the village and Hindus on the nearby tea  

estates.  The project was founded in 1984 by Harun Ahmed a re-

spected local business man and Peter East MBE who had just retired 

from the staff of TocH after working with the Bangladeshi commu-

nity in the East End of London. 

We were told that they encouraged a few young people from the vil-

lages to teach the young children to read and write and they found 

funds to make small grants to elderly destitute widows.  The project 

has grown from these humble beginnings now raising some £45,000 

a year. 

Geoffrey (our speaker) inspired us talking about the work being done 

and the support being given to the Bangladeshis' in the area. 
 

Epilepsy Presentation—29th October 
 

Joanna Burrows local fund raiser for Epilepsy Action was presented 

with a cheque for £1,500 by the Club President John Turner follow-

ing a very successful “Big Bike Ride” held on 16th September.   

A staggering 230 cyclists took part covering one of three routes  

offered.  The courses were around South Leicestershire covering 11,  

23 and 39 miles starting and finishing at Misterton Hall in perfect 

cycling weather. 

Joanna Burrows from Epilepsy Action told the club that its aim was 

to improve the lives of those who suffered from up to one of the 40 

different types of epilepsy and there were up to 600,000 sufferers in 

the UK  and some 3,000 in Leicestershire - overall in the UK this 

represents one in 123 of the population in the UK. 



The Charity specialised in helping people and their families cope 

with the problem and run a telephone help line which take and make 

1.4 million calls each year costing them an average of £6 a call. 

Epilepsy Action promote their cause amongst a legion of registered 

charities currently in the UK 

Neil Green a keen cyclist and owner of Neil Green Catering based in 

Lutterworth told us at the presentation he had just raised £3,000 from 

a sponsored bike ride in Tanzania and along with Joanna Burrows 

thanked the club for raising such a magnificent sum for the charity. 
 

Boys Own Adventure—12th November 
 

John Turner—our Club Michael Palin gave us a 

highly detailed account of  a trekking holiday he 

did with fellow retirees.  

Tony Sturdee, Chris Hemstock and he decided to 

walk the GR20 (created in 1972) in Corsica (Grand Randonnées).  

John said they flew into Calvi transferring to Calenzana to start their 

15 day trek over a tortuous plateau to Conca on the south of the is-

land before flying home from Figari—some 120 miles of rugged 

mountains.  The population of Corsica is only 302,000 so habitation 

is sparse but the countryside is beautiful. 



 

He said that there are refuges on route  where you can stay and 

who now provide food to save you having to carry it all day but 

accommodation is in great demand which means you may be  

forced to camp nearby under canvas. 

Corsica is one of the 27 regions of France. It is where Napoleon  

Bonaparte was born in 1769, is also the birth place of Christopher 

Columbus and has a very interesting history of occupation over 

many hundreds of years. It was at the siege of Calvi in 1794, for 

example, where Nelson lost his eye during a successful campaign 

to take the island for Britain. This only lasted until 1796 as the is-

land has for long been seen as virtually ungovernable. Even today 

the islanders see themselves as under French [temporary] occupa-

tion. Only recently has the island opened up to tourism but as John 

said only the hardy or foolish  few accept the challenge of seeing it 

via the GR20. 

 

The 31st English Disabled Sports Team Championship 

10th and 11th November 

 

Congratulations to John Roberson his family and Bryan Cooper 

who have organised and run the event for Leicestershire along 

with the enthusiasm of their team—coaches - drivers - athletes and 

the Lutterworth School who have all played their part in obtaining 

the result they did.  Second only missing being first by 4  half 

points.   

 

Those teams taking part this year 

were Avon - Coventry - Essex - 

Gloucestershire - Hucknell  - 

Leicestershire - Rugby  -  South 

Yorkshire/Lincs. - Wakefield and 

Warwickshire 

 

 

It always amazes me the way the teams dismiss the fact they are all 

disabled in one way or another and the way that they always forge 



strong friendships but they are still fiercely competitive in their cho-

sen sport. 

Over the years I 

have been in-

volved it’s won-

derful to see the 

genuine smiles 

they have when 

meeting old 

friends. 

John and his family must be congratulated in 

the time and dedication they have played in 

welding such a well honed team, and the number of regular support-

ers who play such an important part on the day, including the driv-

ers both collecting and returning the athletes home during the day. 
 

Bob’s Coffee Morning 
 

I’m pleased to report that Bob and his team raised a wonderful  

£150 for Aquabox and Shelter Boxes on Thursday 15th November. 
 

Aquabox update  
 

We have filled 20 aquaboxes this Rotary year (starting July this 

year) and have a further 10 ready to be filled. This project is to be 

shared with a donation to provide a Shelter Box and both efforts 

provide essential equipment for those needing humanitarian aid. 

Anyone can donate to provide an aquabox and they charge £120 for 

each box including Gold contents which they fill at the warehouse 

at Wirksworth, Derbyshire with items similar to those that our club 

completes which makes our 10 worth £1,200 for a cost of about 

£350. 

Volunteers at the warehouse make two types of water filter. The 
filter we include in every aquabox is capable of producing one   
litre per minute of clean water for a family. A larger filter is in-

cluded in a special community box and produces five  

litres per minute for use in a school or clinic.  



The family unit produces 

16,000 litres of clean water 

and the community unit 

500,000 litres from the filter. 

 

 

 

Lutterwort6h College - Student Trip to Kenya 

Michelle Hadley (Assistant Principle) and student Abbie who is one 

of the 35 students going out to Kenya next year gave us a very inter-

esting talk on their provisional programme planned.  We understand 

that having flown into Nairobi they will be based in Nakuru (in the 

Rift Valley) and be in an area called Rhonda or Hiltonas to assist 

the locals wherever they can.   

On the student’s day off at the weekend they will be travelling to 

Lake Nakuru to go on a Safari crossing the equator and visiting the 

Thomson Falls and the Menengai Crater.   

Apart from being involved in a different culture it will give the  

students an appreciation of the problems Kenya have in meeting 

things we take for granted such as ‘clean water’. 
 

INNER WHEEL 
 

31st October  we held a LadiesLunch at the Tavern Inn, Walcote.  

60 ladies attended and £658.26 was raised for Cancer Charities and 

LOROS, a good time was had by all.  Thank you very much for 

those who supported the event. 
 

21st November after beating Coalville at skittles in the first round 

we played Hinckley in the second round, lots of fun, good supper, 

but unfortunately we lost. 
 

27th November we are visiting the Enterprise Centre to see what 



they do, and then being entertained to lunch. 
 

6th December  we are holding a  Christmas Coffee Morning at the 

Town Hall with a large tombola, we hope to see you all there. 

 

A Rotarian’s view of Olympia in Greece 
 

 

An aerial photograph of the original 

Olympic Stadium built in the middle 

of 5th century BC almost 200 metres 

long and 29 metres wide. 

The seating capacity estimated at 

45,000 spectators. The embankment 

did not have stone seats except for 

the judges. 

 

 

 

 

 

David supporting the column at the  

alter of Hera where the official 

Olympic flame lighting takes place.  

This ceremony was established in 

1936 for the Berlin Olympiad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some “old flames” carrying out the 

ceremony. 

 

 

 



 

 

Fund Raising Events for 2012 
 

Sunday 2nd December – Santa Fun Run  

        Contact John Turner 01455  554455 
 

 

Proposed Fund Raising Events for 2013 
 

 

Wednesday 20th February 2013 - Skittles Evening 

                     David Toone has organised another skittles evening at 

Wolvey Bowls Club starting at 7 p.m. at £10 per person. 

 

March   Poachers Supper        

 

April    Mega Sale (if shop becomes available) 

 

May              Sunday 19th  Misterton Plant Craft and Food Fair 

 

June    Ferret Racing 

 

July    Wigston Male Voice Choir (if Choir is available). 

 

September   Sponsored Cycle Ride 

 

November   Disabled Sports Championship 

     

                      Mega Sale (if shop is available)  

 

December    5th Santa Fun Run 

        
 

 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178  e-mail  p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


