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Monday 4th Normal Meeting  Peter Hammond    David Walton 
 

Monday    11th   Normal Meeting        David Haynes        TBA 
 

Thursday 14th Council   
 

Friday        15th        Club 60th Charter Evening 
 

Monday 18th Business Meeting  
 

Monday      25th Normal Meeting         Bridget Hunt        John Wells 
 
April 
 

Monday    1st     Easter Monday          No Meeting     
 

Monday     8th    Normal Meeting        Martin Iliffe      Clive Weston 
 

Thursday 11th     Council    
 

Monday   15th     Business        
 

Monday   22nd     Normal  Meeting  Bernard Johnson     John Wilson
         
Monday   29th      Normal Meeting  Graham Johnson     Anne Baker 

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

March ‘13 Newsletter 
Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell Bridget Hunt Tel: 01455  209105  

Issue No: 96 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 
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Practical Action (technology challenging poverty  21st January  

By Kate Mulken 
 

The head office of Practical Action  happens to be very local to us in 

Warwickshire, has operated for 45years and is now in 13 countries. 

The main concept is to help/teach people in the third world how to be 

able to help themselves even if  in a  largish or a small simplistic way. 

In suitable mountainous regions to help develop micro-hydro scheme.  

To bring electricity to their village with obvious advantages. This 

brings so much including, communication via mobile phones  etc, 

health & safety, community employment, improves education, radio, 

fridges to store vaccines and other medicines. 

In areas where hydro schemes are not possible  people depend on 

burning wood and other materials etc for cooking/heating. Smoke 

inhalation kills more people than malaria so Practical Action has 

taught the communities how to build smoke hoods which reduce 

smoke levels by about  80%. How to build mud stoves have also been 

very popular. 

People living in and producing crops in mountainous areas were en-

couraged and taught to install gravity ropeways to transport to market, 

to sell their wares. Personal transport like wise has gradually devel-

oped to cross rivers etc. 

To promote good sanitation for example, in  Zimbabwe less than 30% 

have access to safe sanitation and water on tap Cholera is rife. 

Training Locals to build, install and most importantly maintain their 

own pumps are well under way. This will be the major project by the 

end in 2015. 

In Bangladesh where floods destroy crops every year people have 

been encouraged to build their home and gardens to float. We were 

told that hyacinth roots, soil, 

cow dung and hard work is 

the perfect answer for  float-

ing gardens. 

Also encouraging tree plant-

ing to create sustainable  

forests. 

A most enlightening talk 

about  projects that are under-

taken by the population them-

selves for their own benefit.  



CAB – Citizens Advice Bureaux – 4th February 

 

Ian Quick retired from business in 2003 and joined the CAB as a 

Volunteer, having worked in Zambia and more recently with Cour-

tauld’s. 

The concept of an organisation was considered in 1935 as an informa-

tive service linked to the fledgling Social Welfare Service. On Sep-

tember 3rd 1939 war broke out and on the following day (4th) the first 

200 bureaux opened.  We were told that from the start they advised 

on the problems of lost ration books, homelessness and evacuation.  

They also helped to locate missing relatives and prisoners of war. 

Debt quickly became a problem due to the men (the main bread win-

ner) being called up. The number of bureaux peaked to 1,074 around 

the country – one operating from a horse box near a bombed site.  

Due to lack of funding by the Ministry of Health by 1953 the number 

of bureaux halved only recently rising to 3,500. 

The Service continued thanks to some charitable Trusts such as the 

Nuffield Foundation, the Carnegie Trust and the Joseph Rowntree 

Foundation. 

We were told that in 1957 following the Rent Act there was a large 

demand on the bureaux – a quarter of enquiries related to housing 

handled by an ever decreasing number of bureaux, handling some 

1.25 million enquiries currently  

The recession in recent years has meant a growth in  poverty and a 

rise in enquiries about  the benefit system with leaflets provided in a 

variety of languages. 

The launch of a website has helped to give advice online on a 24 

hours a day basis www.adviceguide.org.uk   In 2002 the CAB  

received some £20 million from the Government to provide this inter-

net service. The CAB relies on 21,5000 trained volunteers providing 

either face to face advice or over the phone or through its website. 

In 2009 the CAB celebrated its 70th Birthday   

Thank you Ian for giving such an in depth idea on the workings of the 

CAB 

 

 

 



Minor Sports Epic Run Comes to an End! 

 

Having successfully negotiated two rounds of the District’s Minor 

Sports competition the club’s excellent run finally came to an end on 

Thursday Feb 7th when the team was narrowly beaten by Blaby Me-

ridian. In a keenly contested match at the Bull’s Head in Cosby, we 

made a good start by winning the darts leg before allowing the Blaby 

side to draw level in the table skittles. The tie was decided in the long 

alley skittles which Blaby just shaded by 73 to 71. We were undoubt-

edly handicapped through the absence of our inspirational captain, 

John Wilson,  but the team took defeat on the chin & wished the Me-

ridian team all the best in the next round, particularly if the tie hap-

pens to be in Spalding or Wisbech. Following the competition both 

sides tucked into an excellent Chinese meal & then managed to share 

the spoils in the raffle. A good social evening enjoyed by a large 20 

strong team. 
 

FORGETARY 

 

Loss of words     source New Zealand 
 

Down with duvets 
 

The duvet is an invention of the misguided Continentals and should 

be sent back where it belongs, along with the ridiculous metric sys-

tem and chilled lager.  Any normal, vigorously sweaty Englishman 

will know that the duvet generates an overheated, fetid, jungle-like 

atmosphere in the marital bed where peace, not French or Italian hy-

peractivity, should reign. 

The proper bed cover for an Englishman must be a woollen blanket.  

The temperature can be regulated by using more or fewer layers.  

Blankets, unlike duvets, do not need to be hung out of the chalet  

windows every morning to rid them of the night’s charge of perspira-

tion. 

England’s greatness was founded on wool.  The sheep of Leicester-

shire, Northamptonshire and Sussex deserve our continued support;  

sleep under wool and not under duck feathers. 

Sent in by Tony Hirons 
 

 



 

Coffee Morning 7th February 
 

Thanks again to Bob Derrick and his team for raising £108-14 for 

AquaBox. 

 

Rotary Supports Lutterworth Physios 

 

The Physiotherapy Dept at the Feilding Palmer Hospital in Lutter-

worth has recently taken delivery 

of some new equipment courtesy 

of Lutterworth Rotary Club. The 

club responded to an appeal for 

some new life size models of 

joints & their ligaments plus 

some exercise equipment to help 

improve the quality of the service 

they provide to patients. Club 

President John Turner plus Presi-

dent elect David Toone visited 

the department to look at some of the items that had recently arrived 

& accepted the thanks of the staff, led by Hajna Boldoghy, on behalf 

of the club.  

Photo order, from the left: Hajna Boldoghy [Team Lead Physiothera-

pist], Martyn Wyres, David Toone, John Turner, Joanna Foottit.  

 

Thomas Cook (1808 – 1892)      11th February 

 

Robert Ingles accompanied by his wife Sue gave the club a most inter-

esting talk on the life of Thomas Cook and the transformation he made 

to travel in the 19th Century.  

Thomas Cook was born in Melbourne Derbyshire in 1808 (a Baptist).  

At the age of 10 he started work as an assistant to a local market gar-

dener for a wage of 6d a week.  At 14 and for the next 5 years he was 

an apprentice with John Pegg a cabinet maker. 

He joined his local Temperance Society and in 1826 became a Baptist 

preacher and Minister in 1828. 



In 1832 Cook moved to Adam and Eve St. in Market Harborough 

and in 1833 married Marianne Mason – their only son was born on 

13th  January 1834. 

We were told that Cook’s idea to offer excursions came to him 

while waiting for the stagecoach on London Road Kibworth.   

With the opening of the extended Midlands Counties Railway he 

arranged to take a group of 540 Temperance campaigners from 

Leicester Campbell Street Station to a rally in Loughborough.  He 

arranged for a charge of one shilling to be levied per person for both 

the fare and food.  This we were told was the first recording of an 

advertised chartered excursion to the general public. Having run this 

for 3 years the Midlands Railway Company agreed to make a per-

manent arrangement with him providing he found the passengers.  

this led to the success of him running his own business by taking a 

percentage of the ticket price. 

Between 1892 – 94 Leicester London Road Station was built to re-

place the Campbell Street Station – the origin for many of Cooks 

early tours. 

He went bankrupt in 1846 due to his lack of commercial ability but 

recovered by taking over 165,000 people from Leicester to London 

to attend the Great Exhibition in 1851 and never looked back taking 

people to all parts of Europe. 

He died in 1892 having been afflicted with blindness in his declin-

ing years. His son took over the business in 1879 expanding the 

company that continues to be a success today. 

Thomas Cook was instrumental in linking the railway network in 

the UK from a legion of small railway companies which became 

British Rail and was then dismantled by Dr Beeching in the ‘60’s. 

A fascinating talk enjoyed by all. 

 

Visit of Battle of Britain Bunkers—29th May 

  

The Rotary Club of Lutterworth Wycliffe is planning an early sum-

mer coach trip to the world famous RAF 11 Group Bunker at RAF 

Uxbridge where the Battle of Britain was controlled by Keith 

Parkes and witnessed by the King, Queen and Winston Churchill. 

Many will have seen this in the film ‘Battle of Britain’ and at other 

times in films and on television documentaries. The control bunker 



has been restored to its wartime condition as it was on the 15th September, 

1940, the most crucial date in the Battle of Britain when the Royal Air 

Force was 100% committed with no remaining reserves. The story was 

documented in, amongst many others, the 1969 film Battle of Britain, 

which drew many respected British actors to act key figures of the battle, 

including Sir Laurence Olivier as Hugh Dowding and Trevor Howard as 

Keith Park. It also starred Michael Caine, Christopher Plummer and Robert 

Shaw as Squadron Leaders. 
 

A 10:00 a.m. guided tour has been arranged. After the visit to the Bun-

ker, the coach will then take the group on to Windsor where lunch can 

be enjoyed and there will be a few hours to spend at leisure, perhaps 

with a visit to the famous Windsor Castle, a walk over the bridge into 

Eton, or just sitting by the river watching the world go by, leaving 

Windsor at approximately 4:00 p.m. The coach is booked for Wednes-

day, 29th May and will leave central Lutterworth at approximately 7:30 

a.m. getting back around 6:30 p.m. 

There are a very limited number of seats remaining at a cost of £17 per 

head (including a donation to the 11 Group Trust for entry). If anyone 

is interested in joining in with the group from Lutterworth Wycliffe 

Rotary, then please could you make early contact with Rotarian John 

Cookson on 01455 554812 or webmaster@rotary1070.org.  

Please note, the bunker is underground and access would be difficult 

for anyone with mobility problems.  

This will be strictly on a first-come-first-paid basis as entry to the  

Bunker is strictly limited to 49 people and there are already around 40 con-

firmed bookings. A reserves list will be created if numbers exceed 49. 
 

Young Chef 
 

The District level of the Young Chef competition took place on Saturday 

February 2nd at the Samworth Academy  Leicester.  There were 15  

competitors representing clubs from around the Northern half of the  

District,  and they each had to produce a three course meal for two  in two 

hours with ingredients costing no more than £12.  Quite a challenge! 

Unfortunately  neither of the students representing the two Lutterworth 

clubs gained a winning place,  but the judges made complimentary remarks 

about the high standards of their efforts. 



First Place was won by a student representing Ashby de la Zouch Hast-

ings Club named Helen Jerram, aged only 13!   

With the District Trophy she won a token worth £50.  
 

Inner Wheel 
 

Inner Wheel celebrated Inner Wheel day, 10th January, with lunch for all 

members at the home of President Jill.  Lunch and laughter was the order 

of the day. 

Joan Mattock who left Bitteswell before Christmas to take up residence in 

a care home in Devon to be near her daughter, is settling in well, but 

misses her friends. Inner Wheel will keep in touch with her. 

Inner Wheel's share of the Christmas collection at Morrisons  £876.42   

has been sent to Loros.   

Thanks to all who stood with buckets!!   
 

GOLF 
 

Many years ago in Scotland, a new game 

was invented 

“Gentlemen Only - Ladies Forbidden”. 

And thus, the word GOLF entered into the 

English language. 
 

Proposed Fund Raising Events for 2013 
 

April    Mega Sale (if shop becomes available) 
 

May              Sunday 19th  Misterton Plant, Craft and Food Fair 
 

June    Saturday 8th  - Ferret Racing 
 

July    Saturday 6th  -  Wigston Male Voice Choir at Lutterworth                        

                                       College  

September   Sponsored Cycle Ride 
 

November   Disabled Sports Championship 

                      Mega Sale (if shop is available)  
 

December    5th Santa Fun Run 
  

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178  e-mail  p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


