
 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 
 

April ‘13 Newsletter 
 

Programme for the next two months. 
 

April                        Speaker Finder    Grace & Thanks                                                                                                                             
 

Monday      1st    Easter Bank Holiday  No Meeting 
 

Monday 8th Normal Meeting       Martin Iliffe            Clive Weston 
 

Thursday 11th  Council 
 

Monday 15th  Business Meeting   
 

Monday 22nd  Normal Meeting       Bernard Johnson       John Wilson 
 

Monday      29th   Normal Meeting       Graham Johnson         Anne Baker 
 

May 
 

Monday  6th  May Bank Holiday                No Meeting 
 

Monday      13th   Normal Meeting      Derrick Knightly     Rose Chapman 
 

Thursday     16th   Council 
 

Monday       20th    Business and AGM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Monday   27th   Bank Holiday                         No Meeting 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell Bridget Hunt  Tel: 01455  209105 

Issue No:  97 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



Santa Fun Run and cheque presentation 
 

There were 876 entries for the 2012 Santa Fun Run compared to 984 in 

the previous year. Entrants raising sponsorship were also down sub-

stantially on last year although the amount raised per entrant was over 

£90 against £73 last year.  

This year's total donation amount will be around £12,000.  

The cheque presentation evening will take place on Wednesday 

27thMarch, 7.00 p.m. for 7.30, at the One Stop Shop on Gilmorton 

Road when the following charities will be receiving cheques:- 
 

Air Ambulance DLR 

Birkett House School 

Ourspace—Cancer Ward 27 LRI 

Lutterworth Mayor’s Appeal 

Age Concern Lutterworth and District 

ASDA Charities for Everyman (Prostate Cancer Research) 

Enterprise Centre  

Rotary Charities 
 

Everyone is very welcome to attend.  
 

This year's Santa Fun Run will take place on Sunday December 1st. 

The Town Lights Switch on is Friday November 29th.  
 

Please note,  

John Turner, the current Fun Run Chairman, will be 

standing down at the end of this year, and a new chair-

man urgently needs to be found to “shadow” John 

through this year. If anyone would like to volunteer for 

this role, please let him know.  
 

Bob and Eileen Derrick step down 
 

“ When disaster strikes, establishing a supply of safe drinking wa-

ter is a priority” 

  Aquaboxes as a Charity was adopted by Lutterworth Rotary Club in 

2001 since when Bob and Eileen Derrick have masterminded the  

raising of money through their monthly Coffee Mornings held at the 



Town Hall in Lutterworth on a Thursday. So it was with some dismay 

when we heard that after 12 years they will no longer be heading up 

their team of helpers and are looking for someone to take over. 

  In their watch they have sent around 800 boxes to AquaBoxes 

HQ at Wirksworth in Derbyshire for onward transmission to 

where they are most needed at the time.  

  The idea spread in a small way when only two boxes were sent in 

2001 to around 40 a year following the Tsunami in 2004 and through 

their efforts has never looked back.  The box provides a family of 

four with clean water for four months through water cleansing tablets 

along with essential items for their survival when they have lost eve-

rything. 

  The support has over the years been overwhelming by both busi-

nesses and individuals. Founder members who have assisted both 

Bob and Eileen from the start have been Margaret Wells and Tom 

Archer for which a big thank you. 
 

Disasters around the world come in many forms: war, drought, earth-

quake, flood, typhoon and hurricane.  But they all share a common 

challenge - - - the provision of safe water for survivors. 
 

The lack of clean water for drinking and poor sanitation creates an 

ideal breeding ground for water borne diseases such as cholera, ty-

phoid or simply acute diarrhoea, resulting in sickness and possible 

death, especially amongst the very  young and aged. 
 

Aquaboxes can play a vital part in minimising the after-effects of a 

disaster. 
 

May we say a very big thank you to both Bob and Eileen for their 

work over the years and the support that local people have given 

them.  We hope that the work continues under new stewardship. 
 

Kindfund Charitity 
 

Ernie Stanford returned from his trip to Kenya to tell us about his ex-

periences in representing the Kindfund Charity. 

Kindfund began in 2007 by Ken and Pam Dobbin who were on holi-

day in Kenya and while there were asked by the local pastor if they 



could do something for the many orphans in the poor pastoral region 

of North Kenya.  When they returned home to County Fermanagh, 

they approached local 

churches for funding and so 

it grew from there.  Support 

now comes from around the 

world and there are three 

homes – N’garamara, 

Wamba and Rendille. The 

tribe are the Samburu, re-

lated to the Maasai but not 

the Maasai. There are 

classes of 100 at the com-

pulsory state school to 

which the orphaned children go.  The Rendille school is run by the 

charity because the teacher of the state school walked out after just 

one day and has not been replaced. 

The children are aged between 10 and 18 their parents having died 

from HIV the life expectancy being just 40. 

Meat cannot be trusted so 

diets are vegetarian which 

include bananas and man-

gos. Breakfast consists of 

porridge with egg once a 

week. 

All the heat, (as in most 

parts of the third world) is 

from wood gathered from 

the scrub land around. 

The sleeping accommoda-

tion in the three homes is on 

a concrete floor (under mosquito nets) the doors being closed to stop 

wild animals invading the premises during the night. During the day 

the room becomes the meeting place where they discuss English 

football! 

Education he told us was very basic and is by the talk and chalk 

method as there are a shortage of books. There is no running water 

hence creating very basic sanitary conditions.  He spoke about the 

hand digging of wells down to 180 feet believe it or not such is the 



need for water. 

All monies collected by the charity go to meet the children’s needs. 

Ernie, along with the pictures he showed, demonstrated how lucky 

we were in what we take for granted and grumble about!! 

He is planning to return in the autumn to see what progress has been 

made with the monies donated during the year. Should you wish to 

donate please send your cheque made out to:-  

Kindfund – c/o Midsomer House – 6 Dempsey Close 

 Lutterworth – LE17 4GL 
  

Woodchips 
 

Lutterworth Rotary were given several bags of bark from FareShare 

to be used for a charitable cause. Subsequently we discovered that an 

area of the Lutterworth Sherrier School was in need of some bark!  

A team of volunteers from Lutterworth Rotary Club delivered and 

spread the bark, renovating some of the play area and also pollarded 

the willow tree shelter which had 

grown out of all proportion. In the 

future the Club are planning to assist 

with the clearance of the existing 

pond, renovating and making a suit-

able teaching area which will include 

pond dipping. 
 

For those of you who are not familiar 

with the name FareShare they started 

operating as an independent charity in 2004 and today have 17 loca-

tions around the UK.  Established in 1994 as a project within the 

homelessness charity Crisis. FareShare aims to help vulnerable 

groups, whether they are homeless, elderly, children, or other groups 

in food poverty within our communities. 

In 2011/12 the food redistributed by FareShare contributed towards 

more than 8•6 million meals.  Every day  an average of 36,500  

people benefit from the service FareShare provides. 
 

Concorde 4th March 
 

Fellow Rotarian Peter Hammond gave a talk about his involvement 



with the aircraft “Concorde”. 

In the 1960’s British and French manufacturers combined to make a 

supersonic civil passenger aircraft to be called ‘Concorde’. 

The responsibilities for various portions of the aircraft were divided; 

that for the undercarriage fell to the French and they subcontracted 

the design and manufacture of  

main wheels and brakes back 

to the British firm Dunlop 

Aviation where Peter was em-

ployed. 

Initially the aircraft was to 

weigh 175 tonnes fully laden.  

Dunlop designed, made and 

tested the equipment which 

was fitted to prototype aircraft.  

The equipment was state of the art design with steel braking ele-

ments.  Evolution dictated that the service aircraft would weigh heav-

ier and a demand for weight saving was enforced.  The Dunlop 

equipment was totally redesigned to fit carbon braking elements – 

lighter but taking up more volume.  Some provisional testing was 

done at Dunlop but the full approval testing was to be at the French 

establishment in Toulouse.  Problems arose in testing at Toulouse 

and Peter was sent to work with the French engineers in conducting 

the test work.  So Peter spent the autumnal weeks of 1972 living in 

the beautiful  city of Toulouse.  Tests were successful.  Concorde 

entered service in 1976 the first to fly civil passengers supersonic and 

the first civil aircraft fitted with carbon brakes. 
 

 

Please Note 

 

That as from 11th March the price of meals will go up to 

£12 plus £1 for the Hospitality Fund.  ie £13 per meeting. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Lutterworth Rotary Club’s 

60th Anniversary Charter Dinner 

15th March 2013 

 

Lutterworth Rotary celebrated their 60th Anniversary Charter on Friday 

15th March (also the Ides of 

March and Comic Relief Day) 

at Lutterworth Golf Club 

where 80 members and guests 

celebrated the occasion in 

style. 

Our speakers not only re-

minded us of our activities in 

the local community over the 

past 60 years but went on to 

congratulate the club on a 

thriving membership and the range of projects currently being under-

taken with Club President John Turner. 

Two members, Graham Johnson and David Haynes, were presented with 

certificates denoting their membership of the club over the past 35 years 

along with Bernard Johnson, Tom Dalby, 

Philip Duncan, Steve Tallis & John Wells 

who have been members for over 30 

years.  Alongside these, two members re-

ceived the coveted Paul Harris Award for 

outstanding service to both the community 

and Rotary.  

Peter Osborn was recognised for produc-

ing the Club’s monthly magazine The 

COG, along with publicity to the media on 

Rotary’s activities in the area and John 

Roberson for organising a range of 

 Disabled Sports activities on behalf of Ro-

tary including the highly successful ‘Team 

Leicestershire’ and also for his involve 

 



ment on local community bodies. 

 Rtn. Malcolm Richardson, a long stand-

ing member of the club, reflected on the 

achievements of the club from its early 

days up to the present with the highly suc-

cessful Santa Fun Run.  

 A special booklet will be produced 

précising his well received talk. 
 

Our thanks must go to Linda May our  

Immediate Past District Governor for 

toasting the club and to Lord Willy Bach 

for his thoughtful & amusing response on 

behalf of guests and friends. 
 

All in all a brilliant evening enjoyed by 

everyone. 

 

Proposed Fund Raising Events for 2013 

 

April            Mega Sale (if shop is available)  

 

May             Sunday 19th  Misterton Plant, Craft and Food Fair 

 

June    Saturday 8th  - Ferret Racing 

 

July              Saturday 6th  -  Wigston Male Voice Choir at                             

                                    Lutterworth College  

Late August   Sponsored Cycle Ride 

 

November   9/10th -Disabled Sports Championship 

                      Mega Sale (if shop is available)  
 

December    5th Santa Fun Run—Sunday 1st December 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 

E-mail p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


