
                             

                                                Speaker Finder    Grace & Thanks 
May 
 

Monday  6th  May Bank Holiday                No Meeting 
 

Monday      13th   Normal Meeting   Derrick Knightly  Rose Chapman 
 

Thursday     16th   Council 
 

Monday       20th    Club Assembly 
                                                                                                                                  
Monday   27th   Bank Holiday                         No Meeting 
 

June     
 

Monday 3rd  Normal Meeting         Peter Osborn   Bryan Cooper 
 

Monday 10th Normal Meeting    Malcolm Richardson  Tom Dalby 
 

Thursday 13th  Council   
 

Monday 17th  Business Meeting  and AGM  
 

Monday 24th  President Change-Over Day  

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

May ‘13 Newsletter 

 
Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell Bridget Hunt  Tel: 01455  209105  

Issue No: 98 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



Please make a note in your diaries 
 

Sunday 19th May - Misterton Plant Craft and Food  Fair    
 

Our Annual Plant, Craft and Food Fair will be taking place on Sun-

day 19th May at Misterton Hall by courtesy of Heather Craven and 

will include the Concours d’Elegance Display of Classic Cars as well 

as a full range of stalls in aid of Rotary Foundation. 
  
The grounds will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will cost  

£2-50 for Adults and £1-50 for children under 12 yrs 

Car Parking is Free. 
 

May the Club ask members to publicise the event as widely as possi-

ble to replicate the success we have had in previous years. 

May we look forward to seeing you and your friends enjoy the  

gorgeous gardens whilst taking advantage in purchasing items on 

sale at the various stalls. 

 

I love deadlines.  I like the whooshing sound they 
make as they fly by.     
Douglas Adams—British author 
 
John Howell – Profile 
 

John was born in South Yardley, Birmingham in 1945 and attended. 

Old Know Road Secondary Modern School in Small Heath and left 

school at 15 with a school leaving certificate. 

He told us that he started work as an electrical apprentice with Lucas 

in the centre of Birmingham, then spent the next 5 years doing his 

apprenticeship in Birmingham and the Midland area. When he was 

16 he lost both of his parents and went to live with an aunt in Kidder-

minster and travelled each day by bus to Birmingham.  His second 

job found him in Bromsgrove at Barnsley Hall Hospital as an electri-

cal engineer, and worked in most of Worcestershire’s hospitals, by 

which time he had gained 3 City and Guild Certificates, ONC, and 

HNC in electrical engineering with 2 A levels. 

These qualifications allowed him to go straight into the RAF and was 



stationed at Wattisham in Suffolk.  Fortunately he was with 111 

Squadron which was just equipped with Lightning’s which were des-

patched to most European countries, Cyprus, Malta, USA and Africa.  

When he left the RAF he went to Northampton where he married and 

a year later his son Lee was born (1976). 

Still doing electrical work he went to London for a long period of 

time before moving back to Northampton and then Upper Brunting-

thorpe, Rugby and the Leicester area in doing Electrical contracting. 

His daughter Louise was born in 1981.  During this time he met John 

Mattock who he worked with on and off for a number of years until 

John retired but not before he was introduced to Lutterworth Rotary 

Club.  He, having married a second time, moved to Lutterworth be-

fore retiring in 2011.   
 

Mountains, Mountains and more Mountains - 25th March 
 

Wendy Martin our speaker inspired us with her passion for mountains 

and mountaineering.  In her view you were never too late to enjoy the 

excitement of conquering another mountain however small as long as 

you had the ambition and stamina to do so. 

Over the years she (like my late geography master who was an alpin-

ist) has been enthusing her primary school pupils into taking on the 

sport.  Her talk started by her quoting a few mountaineering terms, 

that only a few of us knew, and went on to show us some of the 

equipment used when climbing. Followed by a set of photos she and 

her husband had taken in various parts of the world displayed on a 

screen for us all to enjoy. 

Over the years she has been sponsored - the money going to the vari-

ous schools she has taught at as well as charities she has chosen. 

Her current appeal is for the charity “Send a Cow” a charity which 

has been going for the past 25 years helping thousands of African 

families and orphans grow enough food to eat, sell and develop small 

businesses that continue to prosper.  The charity provide livestock, 

seeds and training in order to leave poverty behind for ever.  Like her 

mountains she has a real passion for what the charity is doing. 

Full details can be obtained by turning up “Send a Cow” on the Inter-

net. 



Lutterworth Santa Fun Run Cheque Presentation Evening 
 

The Joint Rotary Clubs of Lutterworth held their Annual Presenta-

tion Evening at the One Stop Shop on Wednesday 27th March 

when charities that had benefitted from the pre-Christmas Santa 

Fun Run received their cheques. The 2012 event had attracted 876 

entrants who, between them, raised just over £12,000. 

On the night cheques were presented to: 

Air Ambulance [Derbys, Leics & Rutland] £3,300 

LRI Our Space Appeal £1,650 

Age Concern [Lutterworth & District] £1,350 

Birkett House School £1,040 

Town Mayor’s Appeal £470 

Everyman Campaign [supported by ASDA] £800 

Other Rotary Supported Charities £1,800 

Lutterworth College Enterprise Centre £125 

In addition monies were raised directly for a range of local causes 

and some donations were given to local community groups which 

supported the event.  Chairman of the organising committee, John 

Turner, thanked all those individuals and groups who had made the 

event possible through 

their gifts of time, 

money or materials. In 

difficult economic cir-

cumstances the Fun  

Run had, yet again, 

proved to be a great  

success and some very 

worthwhile causes had 

achieved significant 

benefit.  

The committee confirmed that the 2013 Santa Fun Run would take 

place this year on Sunday 1st  December.  



As in previous years it will be on the Sunday following the Christmas 

Lights Switch-On on Friday 29th November. Volunteers are always be-

ing sought to help with the event, particularly marshalling. If you are 

interested then please contact John Turner on 554455.  

 

Rugby Disabled Sports 17th March 
 

It is 4 years ago since Lutterworth Rotary first entered competitors from 

across Leicestershire in the 

above event. 

We took 10 competitors and 

they entered varying events, 

which included Archery, 

Boccia, Table Tennis and 

New Age Kurling. 

We came 1st, 2nd & 3rd in 

the men's table tennis.  

 

David Jarvis - Ted Carter - Jack Johnson 
 

This reflects the improved standard achieved by 

regular attendance at our Tuesday evening table 

tennis club held at Lutterworth High School, 

where players receive regular coaching. 

We also came 1st and 2nd in the Male wheel-

chair Boccia and 1st in the Female wheelchair 

Target Boccia, where some of our players have 

benefitted from the coaching available at our 

after school club held on Thursdays during term 

time at Lutterworth College. 

In addition there were lots of sideshows for mi-

nor games, which meant all competitors were 

fully involved. 

We would like to thank The Rotary Club            Scott Keating & Jamie Potts 

of Rugby for organising the event which is now in   its 29th year and 

also our drivers, Bernard Johnson, Martin Iliffe and Hugh Robertson-

Smith for making sure all competitors were able to have transport to and 

from the games. 



 

Fire Detection—Martin Iliffe– 8th April 
 

Martin Iliffe gave a talk about his involvement in the fire detection 

and alarm system for a Shopping Centre in the Midlands and the 

East Midlands Distribution Centre for Marks and Spencer at Castle 

Donington. 

In 1983 four years after the Shopping Centre was opened to the 

public it was discovered that the point smoke detection, located in 

what was thought at the time to be the optimum position of the 46ft 

high arcades, would fail to give adequate early warning in the event 

of a fire. Various tests were carried out at the centre which involved 

simulating the smoke that would be created in the event of a fire 

and witnessing the way the smoke failed to reach the detection, but 

due to the height of the structure, rolled across an invisible ceiling 

created by a thermal barrier. After further tests, a solution was 

found in the form of duct detection which was installed in the air 

circulation system and remained in place until the original fire de-

tection system was replaced in the late 1990’s. 

As an example of how fire detection design has advanced since 

those days, Martin described how after winning the contract for the 

design, supply and commissioning of the fire detection and alarm 

system for EMDC, Marks and Spencer, at Castle Donington, a 

building which covers over a 1millon square feet and is 85ft high, 

air sampling detection was used. A system which sucks the smoke 

into a plastic tube which transports the smoke to the detector, as 

system that had it been available in 1983 would have been a perfect 

solution to the problem of the day. 

Welcome to the Club - Brenda Parcell 

May we (as a Club) look forward to 

working with you in our various activi-

ties during the coming years. 

 



The Grand National—”Rare Bob” 

As not many people will know “Bryan J Cooper rode Rare Bob (16-1) at 

the Grand National and was one of 17 horses who finished coming in 

5th”!!  As Editor it always amazes me at the variety of talents members 

have. Bryan, you have kept this very quiet but congratulations in getting 

round this difficult 4•4 mile course. 

 

Inner Wheel 

A special day  Saturday 6th April when Jean and Tom Archer cele-

brated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary we wish them happiness and 

good health in their future together. 

 

Edith Islip is back in the Cottage Hospital and making a good recovery 

from her surgery and would welcome visitors.  (after 2pm)  

 

Coffee Morning in the Town Hall supporting LOROS on Thursday 9th 

May from 9am. Donations of bric a brac welcome. Contact Jill 209319 

 

Sunday 19th May Do support our stall at the Misterton Plant Sale we 

are offering a surprise drink hidden in a colourful bottle bag maybe 

wine / fruit juice / spirit / water / beer join in the quest for the best! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposed Fund Raising Events   

 
Sunday 19h May – Misterton Plant Sale – in aid of  Rotary  

Foundation      

        Open from 10 a.m.—4 p.m.  

        Adults £2-50  Children under 12 yrs £1-50 
 

Saturday 8th June – Ferret Racing     

        Starting at 7 p.m. at  Air Field  Farm , Sulby NN6 6EZ 

        in aid of Rotary Charities     

        Contact John Wilson  01858 575385  or  

        Steve Tallis 01455 209319  

        Admission Adults £12 - Children £5,  under 5’s Free  

        Tickets available from Chapman’s Butchers,  Lutterworth Sound and 

Vision and J Wells Radio and TV 

 

Saturday 6th July – The Club presents a Prom Concert featuring the  

        Wigston Male Voice Choir in aid of Rotary Charities at   

       Lutterworth College Theatre  Tickets £10    Starting at 7 p.m. 
 

Late August – Big Bike Ride in aid of Epilepsy and  

      Rotary Charities 

      Contact John Turner 01455 554455 or  

       Elaine Turner 01455 553425 
 

Saturday and Sunday 9/10 November - Disabled Sports - Coventry. 
  
Sunday 5th December – Santa Fun Run nominated Charities 

      Contact John Turner 01455  554455 
 

Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, Tuesday17th, December  
 Morrisons Collection in aid of  LOROS 

 

 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178  

e-mail:- p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


