
  

June                                                        Speaker Finder   Grace & Thanks 

 

Monday 3rd  Normal Meeting         Peter Osborn      Bryan Cooper 
 

Monday 10th Normal Meeting    Malcolm Richardson  Tom Dalby 
 

Thursday 13th  Council   
 

Monday 17th  Business Meeting  and AGM  
 

Monday 24th  President Change-Over Day  
 

July     
 

Monday 1st Normal Meeting  John Roberson    Philip Duncan 
 

Monday      8th   Normal Meeting  H Robertson Smith   John Ensor 
 

Thursday 11th Council   
 

Monday      15th  Business Meeting   
 

Monday 22nd   Normal Meeting       Roger Rose       Sue Ensor 
 

Monday    29th Normal Meeting  Carola Sander-Hess  Peter Hammond 
 

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 
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Thoughts from abroad. 
 

In fact what I do is lend the Bank my savings and as payment 

for using my money they reward me with a miserable interest 

rate, of which the Tax Service take about 30%.   

I assume it is something similar in England. 
 

What are Morsbags. 
 

Following a recent talk to the Club we are now able to reply by knowing 

they are re-useable cloth bags made by volunteers worldwide out of re-

cycled donated fabric and given away FREE as an alternative to plastic 

carrier bags. 

The purpose in producing these bags is to reduce the number of Plastic 

Bags used each year around the world which amounts to 500 Billion—

yes– 500 Billion 

To date over 100,000 bags have been produced in 50 different countries 

around the world—25,000 having been produced in Leicestershire. 

So what’s the catch giving them away Free? 

This, an environmental issue not a financial one.  With over 170 species 

of Wildlife mistaking the plastic bags for food and many finding their 

way into our Waterways  and Oceans severely damaging the marine 

wildlife and some animals—such as cattle - can find the plastic bags 

stuck in their digestive system, so “morsbags” are a great solution.. 

Our speaker said that it would be wonderful if Rotary would get  

involved. 

If anyone from Rotary would like to volunteer - please get in touch with 

Rosie (Leicestershire co-ordinator) on 07840 - 531726 or 0116 - 271 -

6385 or by emailing on - rpeley@yahoo.com 
 

Greyhound’s Wishing Well 
 

We have collected a further £152 for Water Aid—for which thank 

you. 

It might be interesting for those of you who do not receive a regular 

Newsletter from Water Aid that: quote “In 2013 over 780 million peo-

ple are unable to turn on a tap in their home, or even reach a source of 



water that is safe for human consumption within miles of where they 

live.   

2.5 billion people living with the indignity, and the threat of disease all 

around them, because they have nowhere safe and private to go to the 

toilet”. 

Teddies and still they come 2,549 to date 
Wow – yet another delivery of Teddies for dispatch to both ill and trau-

matised children around the world all the more worthwhile when you 

re-

ceive such a heartwarming DVD recently view from New Life Kinder-

garten - Mtwapa in Kenya for the Teddies received there. The DVD said 

that one of the Teddies sent was the first toy one little orphan had ever 

had and his teacher 

recorded his first laugh when he received it. 

 The “Teddy Knitting Group” as it has be-

come known, have just passed a staggering 

2,549 since December 2011  when the idea 

was initiated by Rotarian Elaine Turner of 

Lutterworth Rotary who received a request to 

knit one herself from Earl Shilton Church.  

They are becoming an icon and much sort af-

ter when ill and traumatised children are 

found to recover more quickly where they can 

have and own a Teddy knitted by Elaine’s 

group. 

They are well travelled, spanning the world 



from hospitals in the UK to Australia, Ethiopia, Peru, and Portugal 

and through InterCare to Cameroon, Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, 

Tanzania and Zambia. 
  
Air Traffic Control – 13th  May 
 

Our speaker Sqn. Ldr. Ben Benoist  MBE. FRIN. RAF  gave us a detailed but 
brief talk (in the time available) on the life of an Air Traffic Controller. 

He joined the RAF in 1963 concentrating on Radar and in 1975 joined Air Traf-

fic Control – retiring only last year. 

He told us Air Traffic Controllers are people trained to maintain the safe, or-

derly flow of air traffic globally in an air control system. The position of air 

traffic controller is one that requires highly specialized knowledge, skills, and 

abilities.  The controllers job is to keep aircraft at a safe distance from each 

other.  Controller have a huge responsibility and have to make countless split-

second decisions on a daily basis.  The Air Traffic Controller profession is (we 

were told) regarded around the world as one of the most mentally challenging 

careers. 

The skills of a controller are generally individuals who are well organised, are 

good and quick in mathematics, are assertive and have firm decision making 

skills and are able to remain “cool” under pressure. They must also have excel-

lent hearing and speaking skills that can be understood at all times.  Communi-

cation is a vital part of the job and they are trained to focus on the exact words 

that pilots and other controllers speak because a single misunderstanding about 

altitude levels or runway numbers can be tragic. 

English is the universal language for both Controllers and pilots. 

Because of their responsibilities they have to undergo the strictest  of medical 

and mental requirements for any profession in the world.  Over a very short pe-

riod of time air traffic control is even more technical and stressful with the ever 

increasing number of planes in the air. 

He could have talked for ages on a subject that prompted many questions and 

interest from members regrettably cut short by our time constraints. 
 

The predecessor to the COG was called “The Whirligig”   

 

The Whirligig which started as a quarterly Club Newsletter in  

December 1977 and lasted a good number of years was replaced 

many years later by The COG. 

The name “Whirligig” is quoted in the dictionary as a ‘spinning 

toy’ which the committee, at the time, considered appropriate for 

the range of items published.. 

The COG had no such problem as the name seemed obvious. 

 

 



Premiership Football Academies—29th April 
 

Sheila Titterington has worked for a number of years in Premiership 

Football Academies helping the staff employed in the young footballers’ 

education to become qualified NVQ assessors. 

She gave some background on how the academies came to be set up, the 

rules governing how they operate and the changes that have taken place 

over the years in how the boys are educated. 

The jury is out as to how successful they have been and the changing 

face of English football has had a significant influence on the number of 

foreign players now playing in the top tier. 

The chances of any young player entering the academies becoming regu-

lar premiership players is not great but they do leave at 18 with a good 

education and many valuable life skills; of course if they do make it as 

professional players they can enjoy a lifestyle which we less talented 

mortals can only dream of. 
 

Rotary District Assembly—11th May 

 

Two Club Members attended the District Assembly at Loughborough 

one seasoned attendee (Bernard Johnson) and a new member (David 

Perkins) covering Foundation. 

In David’s words he was not sure what to expect and says he was sur-

prised how well planned and organised it was.  He was issued with a 

Name tag and Programme for the day showing where the activities took 

place.  The morning was spent on the End Polio Campaign. The group 

was then split into various workshops—David’s being Foundation—

others included New Generation, International, Community, Vocational, 

membership, communication and health and safety. 

In David’s words a useful day that aimed to enlighten new club officers 

prior to their year in office.  Let’s hope next year that more club officers 

attend.   
 

All the  fun at the Fair—Misterton 19th May 
 

This year we had some 28 stalls plus a 1959 Berliet French Army Truck 

amongst our classic vehicles on display plus a very popular horse and 

carriage ride round the grounds run by “Rustic Occasions” (a first for 



this year).   

The winner of the Concours d' 

Elegance was Ian Robertson 

with an immaculate MGA. 

It was wonderful to see so 

many smiling faces enjoying a 

day at Misterton. 

The proceeds for the day, or-

ganised to raise money for 

Rotary Foundation which is 

dedicated to eradicate Polio worldwide, provide fresh water in areas 

where it is needed. Amongst other causes and which has provided 

grants for our Club to support Lutterworth projects such as at the 

Lutterworth College Enterprise Centre, amounted to over £2200 

with monies still to be received. 

Other charities which had stalls raised significant amounts of 

money. Inner Wheel raised £200 with their win a bottle stall. The 

plant stall , run by Rtn Elaine Turner and Tilly Yates raised £800 

( this included gardening work and talks given prior to the actual 

event) for Macmillan Cancer Support.which Barclays Bank will 

match £ for £ up to £750.   

Whites the Florists organised flower demonstrations during the day 

which were much appreciated by members of the public. 

Peter Yates entertained us with his lovely clarinet playing which 

could be enjoyed by people whilst eating their ice creams, on seats 

overlooking the lake. The proceeds of which were donated to Mac-

millan Cancer Support. 

The Lutterworth Rotary Club would like to say a heartfelt thank you 

to all the people who supported us by attending, by bringing their 

goods to sell or entertain us. A special thank you to several stall-

holders who have supported us for 7 years running. We couldn't do 

it without you!!! 

The date of May 18th has been booked for 2014 and already we 

have 2 stall holders committed to attend. Please keep the date free. 

 

 



Waterbeach Recycling Plant—23rd May 
 

A group of around a dozen visited the recycling plant at “Waterbeach” 

nr Cambridge to see what happens to our domestic and industrial waste 

collected by Harborough District Council. 

We were greeted by our guide Karen 

Brenchley from their education centre and 

given an extensive tour of the 400 acre site 

by minibus—Karen explaining the various 

sections of the site and the products they 

handle from landfill to metal cans and build-

ers waste. 

The incoming lorries are weighed (as they 

are charged per tonne) and having dumped 

their load it is then sorted to the various sec-

tions of the site by 63 conveyors and put 

through a series of tumble screen drums. 

Anaerobic waste is handled separately 

For those not able to go they have produced an excellent video of the 

site—www.ameycespa.com/east/education. 

Thank  you Carola and David for organising the visit. 

 

 

Welcome to our newest member - Brenda Burton 
 

 

 

Welcome to the Club Brenda  

 

 

I hope you realise what you’ve 

let yourself in for!! 

 

 

 

 



INNER WHEEL 
 

Inner Wheel held a coffee morning at the town hall on Thursday 9th 

May.  £155.25 was raised for LOROS.    

We had great fun  running the bottle stall at the Plant Fair at Misterton 

Hall  last Sunday.  We raised  £ 216.00. for LOROS in beautiful sun-

shine and surroundings.    

On Tuesday 29th May our District Chairman Janet Barwood will be 

joining us for both lunch and our meeting. 

The Inner Wheel changeover will not take place until July, as  incom-

ing President Sue  Staples will be away in June. Sue has plans to have 

a strawberry tea for her first event  as President. 
 

Proposed Fund Raising Events   
 

Saturday 8th June – Ferret Racing     

        Starting at 7 p.m. at  Air Field  Farm , Sulby NN6 6EZ 

        in aid of Rotary Charities     

        Contact John Wilson  01858 575385  or  

        Steve Tallis 01455 209319  

        Admission Adults £12–50 Children £5,  under 5’s Free  

        Tickets available from Chapman’s Butchers,  Lutterworth Sound 

and Vision and J Wells Radio and TV 
 

Saturday 6th July – The Club presents a Prom Concert featuring the  

        Wigston Male Voice Choir in aid of Rotary Charities at   

       Lutterworth College Theatre  Tickets £10    Starting at 7 p.m. 
 

Late August – Big Bike Ride in aid of Epilepsy and  

      Rotary Charities 

      Contact John Turner 01455 554455 or  

       Elaine Turner 01455 553425 
 

Saturday and Sunday 9/10 November - Disabled Sports,  Coventry 
  
Sunday 1st December – Santa Fun Run  

      Contact John Turner 01455  554455  for up to date details. 
 

Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, Tuesday17th, December  
         Morrison Collection in aid of Multiple Sclerosis 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178 


