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                                   Speaker Finder  Grace & Thanks 

August     
 
Monday     5th Normal Meeting      Ruth Tallis     David Haynes 
 

Thursday   8th Council 
 

Monday   12th Business Meeting 
 

Monday   19th Normal Meeting      Steve Tallis      Tony Hirons  
 

Monday   26th Bank Holiday  
  

September 
 

Monday  2nd Normal Meeting      Elaine Turner    John Howell 
 

Monday     9th  Normal Meeting  Carola Sander Hess  Bridget Hunt 
 

Thursday 12th Council Meeting   
 

Monday   16th Business  Meeting        
 

Monday   23rd  Normal Meeting     Peter Wallace     Martin Iliffe 
 

Monday   30th  Normal Meeting    Roger Rose     Bernard Johnson
   
     



Please  please inform Bridget if you are bringing a  
 

guest for lunch for catering purposes. 
 

Average Club Attendance 2012/13 

 

An average of 24 members attended lunch during the 2012/13 year. 

 

Cheque presentation to RABI 1st July ‘13 
 

Lutterworth Rotary invited Milly Wastie – East Midlands Manager of RABI  

(Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution) to collect a cheque for £1,500 

raised for them at our recent Ferret Racing Event. 

Although attendance was down on last year – largely due to other events 

happening in the area that night 180 enjoyed an exciting evening. 

Tickets included a hog roast then pancakes and ice creams were available for 

purchase which were all enjoyed by both old and young. 

It was the second year where RABI were supported. 

 

RABI was founded in 1860 by John Joseph Mechi a wealthy business man in 

the City of London who turned his interest to farming and improving agri-

cultural production and became concerned that there was no organisation to 

help ‘destitute’ farmers.  By the end of 1859 he had the backing of  ‘700 no-

blemen – gentlemen – farmers – implement makers and others’.  By June 

1860 six founder members founded the Agricultural Benevolent  Institution.  

In 1863 with the patronage of Queen Victoria it became the Royal Agricul-

tural Benevolent Institution.  The objective was to secure a home for, or 

pension to, the bona fide farmer or widow of a farmer and educate the or-

phan children of farmers which continues even today.  An example being in 

1967 following the foot and mouth outbreak where so many farmers were 

affected financially. 

Long may we support our farming fraternity. 
 

Milly warmly thanked Rotary for the cheque presented to her by the Club’s 

New President – David Toone. 
 

 

Mark Beeby – Disabled Sports 1st July 

 

Mark Beeby – our speaker and coach to the Leicestershire Disabled Sports 



Team spoke on his involvement with Bryan Cooper and John Roberson over 

the year.  Enthusiastic as ever he told us about the preparation they did during 

the summer working towards the Annual Rotary Disabled Championship which 

takes place in Coventry in November. 

He went on to tell us about the development in specific games tailor made for 

the severely disabled.  In particular “Boccia” where even the blind can take part 

and enjoy partaking in the championship.  As he said “Sport” can be for every-

one.  The Paralympics has done a great deal since last year in getting more peo-

ple involved – both athletes and supporters. 

For those interested in helping the local team – Mark, Bryan and John run a 

weekly practice in “inclusive Multi Sports and Boccia” after school at Lutter-

worth College LE17 4EW each Thursday between 5-30 to 6-30 p.m. and 6-30 

to 7-30 p.m. for 8 year olds and over at  £2-00 per hourly session. 

Mark Beeby can be contacted on 07889 – 321858 for further info.. 

An interesting website that you may find interesting is:- “activesussex.com”. 

 

Rainbows Appeal 

 

Over the years we have supported Rainbows who are now looking at a new 

way of raising money for the Hospice.   

Can you help? 

 

Give your threadbare sheets and faded curtains a new lease of life  

 

Rainbows Hospice is encouraging people to donate textiles and fabrics to its 

shops in Matlock, Melton and Blaby where it will give them a second life. 

As well as the community donating unwanted clothes and household goods to 

its shops, Rainbows Hospice for Children and Young People in the East Mid-

lands is calling for threadbare sheets, worn out towels and faded curtains. 

Rainbows can give the items a new life by sending them to a recycling mer-

chant, where they are shipped to other countries or made in to new garments. 

Although each individual item may only be worth pennies, they are a valuable 

source of income for Rainbows. Last month, recyclable items donated to Rain-

bows shops in Matlock, Blaby and Melton raised £1,400 for the hospice pro-

viding care to more than 260 families,  

Rainbows is the only hospice in the East Midlands that delivers support to chil-

dren and young people with life-limited illnesses. Its team of medical profes-

sionals and specialists help relieve symptoms; improve quality of life; and care 

for children until the end as well as supporting parents and siblings through 

their bereavement. 



Karen Bilsby, head of retail at Rainbows, said: “We are encouraging peo-

ple not to throw any fabrics but to bring them to us as they are a valuable 

source of income. There are always things that people don’t think about 

donating, such as old bedding and curtains, as they feel they aren’t in a 

good enough condition. But anything that we can’t sell in the shop, we 

can recycle and turn into much needed income for Rainbows.  

“We are committed to reusing and recycling as many of our donations as 

possible, and as well as supporting the hospice, you are helping us to be 

greener. Of course, as well as calling for your old textiles, we are always 

appealing for unwanted items of clothing and bric-a-brac, which we can 

sell in our shops. If people can bag their recycling separate to their un-

wanted goods and clothes, it will help us out immensely.” 

To donate unwanted items, simply take them to a Rainbows shop or visit 

www.rainbows.co.uk/shops for more information. 

 

Water Aid 

 

A further £170 has been collected from the Wishing Well in the Grey-

hound Court Yard. 

We look forward to the new signage to be erected shortly being  

organised by Carola which will draw greater prominence to our Water Aid 

Appeal. 

 

Proms Concert 6th July 2013 

 

We could not have picked a better evening to invite the Wigston and Dis-

trict Male Voice Choir to produce a musical extravaganza in aid of the 

Cardiovascular Research Centre (Glenfield Hospital) at the Lutterworth 

Community College. 

Wow – what a night of good music that everyone enjoyed.  During the 

evening we were invited to take part in singing 

songs from the shows along with the choir.  

Peter Ward – our conductor and MC for the eve-

ning told us that the choir was formed some 42 

years ago and has been going from strength to 

strength ever since.  With a choir of  45 which in-

cluded soloist Chris Hill  ( baritone) who started 

the evening off with a moving rendition of Old 

Man River. Then a favourite from the Sound of 

Music and  the audience of around 140 were well 

set to hit all the right notes. While their pianist Pam 



Birchall seamlessly linked the various pieces performed in a very profes-

sional way. 

May we hope that it will not be too long before the choir can return to give 

us another inspirational evening. 

 

Lord Horatio Nelson—1758 - 1805 

 

Our speaker the Rev. Terry Collins gave us a very interesting and detailed 

talk on the life of Lord Nelson and how important he was to Britain in giv-

ing them Naval supremacy up to the first world war, not only securing the 

Commonwealth but creating a healthy trade for Britain and the creation of 

our Industrial Revolution. 

He is said to be the Greatest Admiral in British history, whose victory at 

the battle of Trafalgar which confirmed Britain’s maritime supremacy dur-

ing the Napoleonic wars.  Nelson joined the Navy in 1770 at the age of 12 

and became a captain at the age of 20. 

His first great victory was in 1798 at the Battle of the Nile, when he de-

stroyed the French Fleet in the Mediterranean. 

In 1801 he destroyed the Danish Fleet at Copenhagen and in 1803 he re-

turned to command in the Mediterranean. 

After blocking Toulon for 2 years he chased the French to the Caribbean 

and back, then in 1805 won an overwhelming victory through the brilliant 

tactics at Trafalgar. 

He was mortally wounded in his hour of triumph. 

 

Brenda Parcell Profile  

 

I was named Rosemary Irene Parcell at birth but my parents soon realised 

their mistake when they saw they had created the initials R.I.P.! I was hast-

ily renamed Brenda! 
 

I was born on a hill farm just outside Kerry in very rural Mid Wales and am 

the eldest of four brothers and a sister. 

 

I moved to Frolesworth two years ago after having spent most of my life 

amongst the flatlands of Cambridgeshire, in Godmanchester, Huntingdon 

and St Ives.  One of the first things I noticed when I came here apart from 

the lovely countryside and friendly people was the farming, business and 

strong family links amongst the different generations of people I have met 

here.  I don't come from a farming or business background and my family 



is quite wide spread between Dorset, Glasgow and the East Coast. 

 

My occupations for 39 years were involved at an International Contract 

Research Organisation in Huntingdon, where I had 3 careers, working 

with small laboratory animals, initially as an Animal technician where I 

had the opportunity to work for the company in Germany for 2 years in 

the early 1980s, then as a Study Director on the scientific side and finally 

as a Training Officer. 

 

My father worked in local government and in 1954 he moved us to  

Godmanchester  in Cambridgeshire to take up a post as Borough Sur-

veyor, Housing Manager and Public Health Inspector.  Godmanchester 

was intended to be a temporary move but after getting involved in the 

community that is where we stayed. 

 

I went to  St Peter's Secondary School in Huntingdon where I became a 

Prefect and Sports captain, was in the school hockey and netball teams 

and obtained the Duke of Edinburgh  Award. I was in the top class and did 

quite well there till it all mattered and then I found my rebellious streak 

and didn't do too well in my GCE's.  I've paid for it ever since, attending 

night school and other courses to get the qualifications I have needed!!  I 

eventually got HNC in Science and CIPD training qualifications. 

 

In teenage years I attended the Girl Guides also helping out with the 

Brownies.  I also enjoyed going to the village Youth Club,  run by our 

vicar.  He was very organised and got us all involved in helping to run the 

club by using a  rota system.  We played the usual games, like table tennis 

etc but we also had an organised half hour where he influenced our lives 

by introducing us to a variety of speakers, competitions, outings, potty 

pantos and non alcoholic parties!  He was a real role model to me and be-

cause I had enjoyed my experiences in the Youth Club, in later years, 

along side of my main job, I became a part time youth worker for Cambs 

County Council  for 15 years during the 1980's and 90's.  This opened 

many new doors for me, particularly with training opportunities giving me 

the confidence to run my own youth Club, which I modelled on my own 

YC experience.  There were many other aspects of Youth work I was in-

volved in such as Street work, project work involving young people in 

short term foster care and visiting other voluntary groups with advice and 

support. 

 



In 2002, my mother was diagnosed with Lewy Body dementia which also has 

Parkinson type symptoms, and for a couple of years I had  recognised that my 

role as daughter had changed somewhat to that of Carer. As usually happens, 

this didn't happen overnight and I was completely stressed out trying to juggle 

all my commitments. In 2004 I took early retirement and took a job as a Sea-

sonal Assistant at a Youth Hostel in the Brecon Beacons -  something I had 

enjoyed doing for a week in Saffron Walden whilst doing my DoE gold award. 

Unfortunately I had to leave before the season ended as it had been decided that 

mother could not live on her own. 

 

 In 2004 I moved in with her to help her stay in her own home and deal with 

the multitude of Care Workers and Professionals we came into contact with.  

Determined she would have a good life with this illness I made sure I pushed 

all the boundaries normally associated with ageing and dementia. .  We took 

holidays in Switzerland and by the sea in Norfolk initially but  eventually as the 

dementia progressed and Mum's mobility deteriorated, it became too difficult 

for me to manage on my own. 

 

I then discovered Vitalise, an organisation that provides holidays for the dis-

abled and their carer or loved one. It was on one of these holidays that I met 

Rose and John Chapman and I stayed in contact with Rose. 

 

I lived with my mother for 6 years, first as a carer/companion and later as a 

24 /7 carer. I am grateful that I had those years with her – she was my compan-

ion too.  It wasn't the retirement I had planned but I soon found opportunities in 

her world. 

 

Inspired by my Youth Work, I became the Activities Coordinator at the care 

home we used for Respite  I found my youth worker contacts and resources 

from all those years ago very helpful and realised that I could modify Youth 

Club activities to the older generation. 

 

As an unpaid family carer there was a lot of support from carers groups and 

other carers in similar situations.  I enjoyed sharing my experiences, starting 

with the realisation that I was a carer and that there were benefits to recognis-

ing that, with the aim of helping other carers and the professionals to under-

stand what we were going through, by speaking at several conferences.  I was 

also invited to be a Carers Representative on the Cambridge County Council's 

Carers Partnership Board.  When the Government launched Caring With Confi-

dence, Crossroads Care employed me as a facilitator, providing the necessary 



care at home for me to do this and later as a Project worker to run various Carers 

Support Groups for them. 

 

 When my mother died 3 years ago, I was to experienced freedom and retirement 

together. I had been coming to Lutterworth during some of my respite periods to 

stay with Rose and when I had the opportunity to volunteer to work front of 

House at Kilworth House Theatre during the summer, Rose let me stay at her 

house each weekend and the whole thing was very therapeutic for me. I am still 

at Kilworth House - this will be my fourth season.  I also help to put up the 

Christmas decorations. 

 

I joined Inner Wheel and after helping out at a couple of Rotary Fundraising ac-

tivities I have now become a Rotarian.  My  visits to the Computer Centre at The 

One Stop Shop resulted in me becoming involved with the Memory Box De-

mentia Cafe.  I am secretary of the Lutterworth Speakers Club, belong to the 

Lutterworth Ramblers and Frolesworth Book Club. 

 

I have remained single and independent enjoying weekends at the Norfolk coast 

as well as many interests including yoga, walking, Nordik walking, tennis, belly-

dancing, holistic therapies, singing in massed choirs and volunteering on holi-

days for the disabled. 

 

I'm glad I met Rose and came to Lutterworth, I love the countryside, there's lots 

to do and I find the people so friendly. It has been a good start to my retirement. 

 

PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS 

 

Sunday 18th August – Big Bike Ride in aid of Epilepsy and Rotary Charities 

                 

         Contact John Turner 01455 554455 or Elaine Turner 01455 553425 
         
         Tickets Adults £10—under 12 yrs £5 
 

         Entries can now be made “on line”  via “www.EntryCentral.com”  

                      By post  - sending your completed entry form to  

                                       Lutterworth Big Bike Ride, 1 Greenbank Cottages,                 

Ashby Parva, Lutterworth LE17 5HT 

                       By handing in your completed entry form to Lutterworth Sound 

and Vision or Lutterworth Cycle Centre in George St. 

                       Or bring your completed entry form on the day. 
 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178  E-mail  p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


