
                                                    Speaker Finder    Grace & Thanks 
 

November     

 
Monday 4th Normal Meeting      Anne Baker         David Perkins 
 

Monday 11th Normal Meeting   Rose Chapman  Malcolm Richardson 
 

Thursday 14th Council 
 

Monday 18th Business Meeting  
 

Monday 25th Normal Meeting    Bryan Cooper     John Roberson  
     

December    

 
Monday 2nd Normal Meeting      Tom Dalby     Hugh Robertson Smith 
 

Monday 9th Normal Meeting     Philip Duncan     Roger Rose 
 

Thursday 12th Council 
   

Monday 16th Business Meeting   
  

Monday 23rd Christmas Lunch  
 

Monday     30th  No Meeting 

 

 
 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

November ‘13 Newsletter 
 

Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell Bridget Hunt Tel: 01455  209105  

Issue No: 104 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 



Rather than précis David Brown’s talk on Monday 30th Sept  

I thought it would be easier and more comprehensive to copy 

their website notes. 

The editor is getting lazy. 

About Coram - Life Education 
 

Coram acts every day to support the UK’s most vulnerable children, 

young people and families. 

Coram works with more than 44,000 children and parents every year.  

Coram Children’s Legal Centre offers specialist advice to thousands 

more, and Coram Life Education provides health and drug education 

to a further 800,000 school children.    

Our pioneering approach and range of services – including adoption, 

creative therapies and supported housing for care leavers – help chil-

dren and young people to find stability, love and self worth.   

We champion what matters most for children, creating better chances, 

and a brighter, happier future . 

Our Mission 
Coram's mission is to develop, deliver and promote best practice in 

the care of vulnerable children, young people and their families.   

We build resilience in children and young people, enabling them to 

take responsibility for their lives and fulfill their potential. 
 

Our History 
Founded in 1739 by Captain Thomas Coram, a philanthropist who 

wanted to provide care for children left dying on London’s streets, 

Coram is one of the UK's first children’s charities. Our pioneering 

work attracted some historically significant patrons including the art-

ist William Hogarth and composer George Frideric Handel.  

Today, we continue to rely on the support of generous benefactors to 

ensure we can: 

• Find loving, stable families for children in greatest need. 

• Protect children and young people from being left to drift in the 

care system. 

• Support isolated young people in taking charge of their lives. 

• Give parents the confidence to do their best for their children. 

•  Educate children in making responsible choices in life.  
 
 



Our Impact 
Our work makes a real difference to children.  

For example: 

•       Our adoption service has one of the highest success rates in the 

country 

•        9 in 10 schoolchildren visited by Coram Life Education better 

understand drug and alcohol risks 

•        92% of vulnerable children communicate better after Coram  

creative therapy 

•       86% of young people in education, employment or training  

six months after leaving Coram’s Supported Housing    

 

New Members 
 

May we welcome 2 new members 

to the Club—David Ayres and 

Philip Toye who were inducted on 

Monday 7th October. 
 

May it not be too long before you 

are involved in activities run by the 

Club. 

 

District Governor Visit 7th October 
 

Margaret Morley our District Governor was our guest on Monday and 

gave us a talk on Rotary using two themes. 

     Enjoyment and Empowerment 

Highlighting our new Logo  

                                   “Engage Rotary changes lives” 

Using the projector she illustrated her talk 

which was wide ranging from the Polio immu-

nisation programme which started in 1985 be-

ing a great success with all but 4 counties eradi- 

cating this dreadful disease.  We were told that 

regrettably Polio had returned to Somalia within 

recent months. 

Another area spoken about was “Clean water 

and sanitation” showing a picture of the Eco 



San Toilet.  She also touched on Rotary’s New Branding which will 

draw attention to the work Rotary do around the world.  The use of 

Facebook and Twitter under the heading Social Media as a means 

of communication to the younger people was mentioned to try and 

increase membership was mentioned albeit very briefly.  When 

asked as to how successful it was she said it was too early to com-

ment on.    Her talk finished by using 3 words  

Engage - Attract - and Retain members 
 

On a recent holiday to Vancouver - Canada  

Tony Hirons visited Dr Sun Yat-Sen’s Classical Chinese Garden, 

set in the middle of downtown Vancouver, the first Classical Chi-

nese Garden constructed outside China as a unique cooperative ef-

fort between Canada, The People’s Republic of China and Vancou-

ver’s Chinese & non-Chinese community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          And taking a key role was 

                        The Rotary Club of Vancouver. 

 

 

Disabled Sports 
 

With the Rotary Disabled Sports Championship coming up on Sat-

urday/Sunday 9th/10th November its good to be able to report that 

Patrick Cox from Blaby (who first came to a Disabled Sports prac-

tice night at Lutterworth College in 2006) at the age of twelve has 

just  won 3 Gold Medals for Table Tennis at the special Olympics 

held in Bath for players with learning difficulties -  something we as 



Lutterworth Rotary can be very proud. 
 

He has been selected to join the England 

team for the World Championships in 

Hong Kong in December. 
 

Do come and support this years team 

who are already practicing hard at the 

Lutterworth College on Friday 1st  

November between 6-30 p.m. and 8-30 p.m. for the Annual Champi-

onships held at the Xcel Leisure Centre, Mitchell Avenue, Canley, 

Coventry,  West Midlands, CV4 8DY  

on Saturday and Sunday 9th/10th November.  
 

We and our athletes look forward to seeing you at both venues. 
 

Minor Sports 
 

We had a very enjoyable social evening with members of  Leicester 

Novus RC last Tuesday (8th October) evening in the Minor 

Sports.   We had arranged three games: Table Skittles, Darts and Devil 

among the    Tailors (something new to us all)!    After playing two 

rounds of each game, the teams were 3-3.   We then had a play-off 

round of Devil among the Tailors, where we narrowly beat our oppo-

nents Leicester Novus  meaning that we progress to the next round of 

the competition. . 

Morgan Car Factory visit – 10th October 
 

We (all) have a dream of owning a Morgan Car following a visit to 

their factory by 35 Rotarians and friends last Thursday.  It is seldom 

possible to actually have the opportunity of seeing a specialist hand 

made car made.  The staff, and particularly our guides, were not only 

helpful in showing us the various stages of their production including 

the use of wood (ash) unique to the car’s construction. 
 

The Company was launched in 1909 and built its success on develop-

ing the Morgan 3 Wheeler called the Runabout which opened the mo-

toring market to the masses. 
 



Following the end of WW1 the factory returned to full production in 

1918 and the 3 Wheeler won many awards for both its speed (Gwenda 

Stewart) achieving 117 mph in 1933 and awards for its reliability. 
 

The last 3 Wheeler ceased production in 

1953 but due to its popularity in former 

years was re-launched in 2011 and now 

represents 50% of the factories produc-

tion. 
 

The 4 Wheeler was launched in 1936 and 

returned to full time production after 

WW2 in 1946. 
 

Space does not allow me to give the full company history but by going 

into the Internet under Morgan Cars and then “Let the wood & alumin-

ium Times Roll” you can relive the tour we were given. 
 

Toye Kenning and Spencer visit 17th October 
 

Thanks to Bridget for organising the trip for 9 Rotarians to visit   

Toye Kenning and Spencer in Bedworth 

 

Toye Kenning and Spencer is based on two main sites – Birmingham 

where the groups metal manufacturing i.e. medals are produced and 

Bedworth where narrow fabric weaving is done. We visited the latter 

on Thursday 17th October. 

We were given an interesting  and informative tour of the factory by 

their Sales Director. 

It was interesting and  

encouraging to see old 

machinery still being 

used by skilled operators 

producing ribbons and 

braids for the military to 

go alongside the medals 

produced in Birmingham. 

Along with hand and  

machine embroidery for 

caps (Police and Security  



organisations) and fashion houses, sporting organisations, local schools 

and Rotary.  
 

The History of the Company goes back to 1685 when the Toyé  

family arrived in England as Huguenot refugees disguised as cattle-

dealers after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis X1V. They  

settled Bethnal Green close to Spitalfields.  Here they resumed the tradi-

tional family business of weaving, lace-making, embroidery and gold 

and silver wire making.  By 1890 the weaving of heavy, double twilled 

silks – 9 feet wide for Trade Union and Friendly Societies Banners   be-

came an important part of the business.  Credit must be given to the 

Toyé family where even during the depression they maintained full em-

ployment.  Due to space and the craftsmen needed for their business the 

metal part of the business moved to the Jewellery Quarter of Birming-

ham and the weaving part of the business to the Coventry area once the 

capital of Britain’s weaving industry, where they are today.  
 

Tony Hirons Career talk 21st October  

My career started with The National Provincial Bank in High Street. I 

then moved to a branch in Birmingham, spending most of my evenings 

either playing in bands or in the Aston University student bar, something 

had to give – it was the banking! 
 

I returned to a temporary job with the Civil Service. With them I   

applied for, a specialist marketing course and on completion was posted 

to the Midlands Headquarters of The Manpower Services Commission 

in Birmingham. Marketing and promoting The Youth Opportunities 

Scheme and the Special Temporary Employment Programme. 
 

By the early 80’s I was looking for a new challenge. I applied for and 

was appointed Marketing Manager for The Business & Technology Edu-

cation Council (BTEC), promoting the value of vocational education, 

notably OND/ONC’s and HND/HNC’s. I commuted on a daily basis 

from Rugby station – my annual season ticket at that time being £600! 
 

I worked hard promoting the values of Higher National Certificates & 

Diplomas in Polytechnics but in the early 1990’s Polytechnics were 

given the opportunity of applying for university status - the vast majority 

changed as quickly as they could! 



In 1992 I was appointed as Communications Manager for The Insti-

tute of Wastes Management in Northampton, the professional body for 

the wastes management industry. My proudest achievement was 

spending three years, primarily in the Palace of Westminster, both in 

the Lords & The Commons, briefing parliamentarians on waste issues 

and options and organising site visits. 
 

Spending so much time in Westminster played a major role in my ap-

pointment, in 2000, as Chief Executive of The Energy from Waste 

Association, a trade body for the industry and a return to commuting 

to London. 
 

In 2004 I had had more than enough of commuting (and it was many 

times more expensive than when I started)! 
 

I saw and applied for the post of Corporate Communications Manager 

for The Royal Air Forces Association (RAFA) a membership organi-

sation and registered charity, similar in many ways to The Royal Brit-

ish Legion but concentrating, alongside The RAF Benevolent Fund, in 

providing support and welfare to the RAF Family which was where I 

stayed until my retirement. 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Disabled Sports Championship being held on Saturday and Sun-

day 9/10th November at the Xcel Leisure Centre, Mitchell Avenue, 

Canley, Coventry,  West Midlands, CV4 8DY   

 

Lutterworth Santa Fun Run being held on Sunday 1st December  

starting at 11 a.m. from Lutterworth College. 

 

Morrison Collection (in aid of Multiple Sclerosis and Rainbows 

through Inner Wheel) who will be assisting us on  Friday/Saturday 

13/14th and Tuesday  17th December 

 

 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178     email  p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


