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March     

 

Monday 3rd Normal Meeting     David Ayres    David Walton 
 

Monday    10th   Normal Meeting        Martin Iliffe       John Wells        
 

Thursday 13th Council   
 

Monday 17th Business Meeting  
 

Monday      24th Normal Meeting     Bernard Johnson   Clive Weston 
 
Monday      31st  Normal Meeting     Graham Johnson    John Wilson 
 
April 
 

Monday    7th      Normal Meeting      Derrick Knightly     Anne Baker     
 

Thursday 10th     Council    
 

Monday   14th     Business        
 

Monday   21st   Bank Holiday             No Meeting 
        
Monday   28th      Normal Meeting     Peter Osborn    Rose Chapman      
 

 

Driving the wheel of fellowship 

March ‘14 Newsletter 
Programme for the next two months. 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute 

and tell David Ayres Tel: 01455  202224  email ayres4feet@btinternet.com  

Issue No: 108 

www.lutterworthrotary.org.uk 
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Our speaker (on 27th January) Vicky Ryan gave us a brilliant talk on 

the insight of how the Charity began and how it has progressed from 

there. 

In 1979 Dr Bruce Fogle—a vet and father of Ben Fogle of television 

fame, was at an International Symposium held by the British Small 

Animal Veterinary Association where Prof. Lee Burstad—Dean of the 

School of Veterinary Medicine at Washington State University in the 

USA spoke on work being carried out on  training programmes with 

dogs to assist deaf people. 

Upon his return he contacted Lady Wright of the Royal National Insti-

tute for the deaf.  She told him that “deafness is the least understood 

major disability and is the most neglected of the charities and as a re-

sult there can be a feeling of isolation and loneliness” 

In February 1982 at Crufts Dog Show in London the charity was an-

nounced.  Financial commitment were given by PRO-Dogs (an animal 

charity) - Pedigree Petfoods, the Daily Mail, Pebble Mill at One and 

Mutual Insurance of New York. 

The charity has a location in Berkshire where they do all the training 

which costs some £45,000 which is all funded by private donations. 

The life of a working dog is around 10 years before they are retired 

and before being replaced.  The retired dog being offered to the 

deaf .person as a personal pet or fostered out to end its retirement. 

A very polished speaker left no stone unturned—welcoming a host of 

questions which she fully answered. 

 

The Enterprise Centre Visit Wednesday 29th January 
 

Rotary members and their friends were invited again to visit the Enter-

prise Centre in Gilmorton Road Lutterworth on Wednesday 29th Janu-

ary to see and partake in some of the students activities. 
 

The Centre was set up with the aid of Lutterworth Rotary who through 

the efforts of the late President David Mountford (2003/04) in con-



junction with Lutterworth College and Coates Transport (who made 

the premises available) made it possible to have this additional facil-

ity available to the college. 
 

The Enterprise Centre is a vocational Centre based one mile off the 

main site where students are able to experience a “hands on” ap-

proach to learning, gaining many practical and life skills in the proc-

ess. Many of the activities they pursue follow accredited courses in-

cluding – NOCN, Btec and City and Guilds. 
 

Upon arrival we were split into 3 workshop groups – Carpentry – 

Quilling and manufacture of greeting cards and a new activity for 

those who liked getting their hands dirty – the printing of both 

“leaves and feathers” onto paper for cards, book end papers or simply 

pictures in their own right. The attached pictures illustrate the printing  

plus an example of the art of quilling. 
 

This was followed by bread and soup cooked and served by the stu-

dents on the premises after which an extensive tour of the premises 

was given by Jane Beaumont of the Centre. 
 

An enlightening morning on what with plenty of enthusiasm can 

achieve.                   Thank you all. 
 

District Young Chef   -  Saturday 1st February 

 

A total of 15 aspiring Young Chefs who had won local competitions 

for cooking attended the Samworth Academy for the District Round 

of the Nationwide  search for the RotaryYoung Chef of the Year. 

The brief was for a Valentine's three course meal and all competitors 



presented professional looking tables of appetising food. 

The winner was Mary Harper from Coalville Rotary Club and she 

will proceed to the next round. Her presentation was of Greek dishes, 

the menu written in Greek and decorated beautifully with an olive 

design and completed with a bottle of sweet Greek wine. 

The event was well supported by parents friends and Rotarians and it 

was good to see the dedication of all who participated including the 

Judges and the Organiser (Anne Bamfield of Daventry Danetre  

Rotary Club) who has organised the event for the past four years. 

She did make a request for someone to come forward to take over the 

administration role for next year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of Lutterworth Rotary Club's entrant Re-

becca Lyne with her certificate which was presented by Margaret 

Morley District Governor the second photo shows her table. 
 

MS Society—John Thompson  - 3rd February 
 

John - our speaker, having gratefully accepted our cheque for £1,000  

collected over Christmas at Morrisons - started his talk by outlining 

what MS was by saying that Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a neurologi-

cal condition which affects around 100,000 people in the UK. 

Most people are diagnosed between the ages of 20-40, but it can af-

fect younger and older people too. 
 

Roughly three times as many women have MS as men. 

No one knows the exact cause of MS, but it is likely that a mixture of 

genetic and environmental factors play a role.  



 

MS is more common in areas further away from the equator. It is vir-

tually unheard of in places like Malaysia or Ecuador, but relatively 

common in Britain, North America, Canada, Scandinavia, Southern 

Australia and New Zealand. 
 

There is a growing amount of research that suggests that a lack of  

vitamin D could be a factor in causing MS. 

We get most of our vitamin D from exposure to sunlight. Low levels 

of vitamin D have been linked to higher numbers of people develop-

ing many different conditions, including MS 
 

A number of studies have looked at smoking in relation to MS, and 

have found that smoking appears to increase someone’s risk of devel-

oping MS. It’s not yet clear exactly why this is, although one theory is 

that the chemicals in the cigarette smoke affect the immune system. 
 

Physical symptoms of MS  might commonly include vision, balance 

and dizziness, fatigue,, bladder problems and stiffness and spasms. 
 

He told us that locally for the first time they will be making a contri-

bution to the CAB as a service agreement in which they will provide 

advisors who will be able to provide advice for members on a range of 

welfare and financial issues. 
 

They also are hoping to provide funding for the MS  nurse to run a 

course on “managing fatigue” a major problem for everyone with MS. 
 

They also run a “social drop in” for 

people with MS every Tuesday morn-

ing between  11a.m. and 1 p.m. at  29 

Latimer Road Anstey where as mem-

bers they can meet fellow sufferers and 

have a cooked lunch.  Here it is possi-

ble to meet health professionals such as 

a MS nurse. 

 

For those interested in knowing more turn up their website  

www.mssociety.org.uk  

 



Alfred Herbert of Lutterworth and Beyond - 10th February 
 

The presentation to the Rotary meeting was given by local historian, 

Michael Gamble. Michael has just completed writing a book on the 

history of The Alfred Herbert’s factory, which was on Leicester 

Road in Lutterworth and Michael presented the history from its 

opening in 1941 until the liquidation of the parent company and  

closure in 1991. 
 

Due to the bombing of Coventry during World War II, it was de-

cided to build a new factory to produce Herbert lathes in Lutter-

worth. Skilled workers were initially bussed in from Coventry, 

Nuneaton & surrounding areas, but presently a hundred, semi-

detached prefabricated units (prefabs) were built opposite the fac-

tory.  
 

During the war years a great deal of vital work was undertaken by 

female workers, including female crane drivers. One of those fe-

male crane drivers is alive and well and living in Gilmorton. 
 

During the war incendiaries were also a constant threat and  

Herbert’s built a fire station on the north of the site and recruited 

their own fire team. 
 

By 1946 the number of employees had grown to 5,600.  
 

Michael then presented a pictorial history of the factory just after 

the war showing various sections including a machine shop, full of 

Herbert lathes, the hardening shop, the fettling shop and the stress 

relieving furnace. The furnace was gas powered and had to be lit 

each morning – unfortunately one morning the gentleman charged 

with lighting the furnace turned on the gas, realised he didn’t have a 

spill to light the gas and went to fetch one – without switching off 

the gas. Fortunately the resultant explosion only ‘singed’ the opera-

tive, but the furnace was never used again! 
 

Michael then illustrated his talk with machine built and used in the 

factory and also illustrated the growth of the factory in the mid-late 

1950’s. Some of these machines were early examples of numeri-

cally controlled (NC) and computer numerically controlled (CNC) 

machines.  
 



The increasingly difficult machine tool market and the fact that Herbert’s 

continued losses were having to be subsidised by The National Enterprise 

Board resulted, in 1980, in the receivers being called in. There were a great 

many redundancies at the factory and the firm was sold to the Devlieg  

Machine Company of Michigan. 
 

In 1983, Devleig agreed a manufacturing deal with Okuma Ltd of Japan to 

make small horizontal & vertical machining centres. The venture was ex-

pected to double the factory’s output in 2 years, but sadly this failed to be 

the case and the company was sold to another large US conglomerate in 

1987. 
 

Sadly Devleig Machine Company went into liquidation in 1991 and the  

machines were sold by auction, so bringing to an end machine tool produc-

tion in Lutterworth. 
 

Today it is an industrial estate and storage units. 
 

To conclude his talk, Michael exhibited his book on the Herbert history 

which was snapped up by a number of Rotarians.            Report by Tony Hirons 

 

Skittles evening—20th February 
 

A total of 75 Rotarians and friends enjoyed a wonderful evening at Wolvey Bowls 

Club organised by David Toone where £766 was collected and trebled by a Bill 

Gates Grant  giving a total for the evening of £2,300 in aid of the Eradication of 

Polio.  Sharnford Tractors gave a generous raffle prize of £75 along with CML 

(Core Management Logistics) of Magna Park who gave 6 quality prizes which 

added greatly to the £360 taken on the raffle. 
 

Foodbank collection day - Saturday 5th April 
 

Waitrose will be open to collect food between 9a.m.—4p.m. 
 

District 1070 report 

 

• The District Council meeting held at Rockingham in January confirmed 

that due to reduced funding the cost per entry for Kids Out would increase 

from £125 to £155 from June 2015. 

• The District capitation fee for 2014/15 will be £32. 

• From next year there will be only three District Council meetings per year 

with the January meeting being dropped. 



• Volunteers are sought for someone to run the Young Chef and Young  

Musician next year. 

• The Polio Bus advert photographic competition winner was announced. 

• A new club is being formed at Groby, Leicester. 

• District Conference fees for 2014 will be £40 per delegate. 

• India has been polio free for three years. 

• At the area D meeting in Corby it was confirmed that the Leicester Mer-

cury would not give Rotary a monthly quarter page as does the  Peterbor-

ough  paper and suggested that stories be sent to the First Person column. All 

clubs present gave details of events planned by their clubs. 

If anyone wishes to see District Council minutes I will be pleased to e-mail 

them my email address is “allen-Johnson@tiscali.co.uk”    Bernard Johnson 

INNER WHEEL 
 

The death has occurred of Linda Jones aged 90 of Bilton, Rugby, widow of 

late Rtn Trevor . Linda was a founder member of Lutterworth Inner Wheel 

but resigned after the death of Trevor. For many years they were keen mem-

bers of the Rotary Caravan Club. 
 

Future Events 

Wednesday 16th April - Bridge Lunch - 12 noon 
Graham Johnson is organising a Bridge Lunch at the Wycliffe Rooms   

George Street, Lutterworth in aid of Rotary Supported Charities. 

The cost per table will be £60 which includes a glass of Red or White Wine  

Lasagne or Vegetarian dish and Desert.   
 

A Raffle will take place during the Lunch. 

To obtain tickets contact Graham on 01455  552991 

                                     or Elaine   on 01455 553425 
 

Sunday 18th May—Misterton Food, Plant and Craft Fair 
 

Please make a note in your diaries - full details will be given in April’s COG 
 

Saturday 31st May—Barn Dance 
 

Please make a note in your diaries– full details will be given in April’s COG 
 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell Leics. 

Tel: 01455  553178  email - p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


